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DISCOVERING YOUR PURPOSE
Part 3 of Series:  Be the Message  
Pastor Kerry Shook
“This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  ‘Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give you My message.’ So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel.  But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. Then the word of the LORD came to me: ‘O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?’ declares the LORD.  ‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if it does evil in My sight and does not obey Me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it.”
Jeremiah 18:1-10 (NIV)
1.  RECOGNIZE THE POSITION OF GOD 
“‘O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?’ declares the LORD. ‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.’” 

Jeremiah 18:6 (NIV)
“What sorrow awaits those who argue with their Creator. Does a clay pot argue with its maker? Does the clay dispute with the one who shapes it, saying, ‘Stop, you’re doing it wrong!’ Does the pot exclaim, ‘How clumsy can you be?’”
 Isaiah 45:9 (NLT)
“But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.”
Jeremiah 18:4 (NIV)
2.  REALIZE OUR PURPOSE IS TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR CREATOR
3.  REST IN HIS ABILITY TO SHAPE US FOR HIS PURPOSE
‘See I have engraved you on the palm of My hands….” 
Isaiah 49:16 (NIV)
“I said, 'You are My servant'; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”
 Isaiah 41:9,10 (NIV)
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 
2 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV)
“So, as the Holy Spirit says: ‘Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts….” 
Hebrews 3:7,8 (NIV)
Suggested Preparation:  
· Use a Potter’s Wheel with clay to illustrate the message.  Have some clay pots for assorted uses to display along with marred clay.
DISCOVERING YOUR PURPOSE
Part 3 of Series:  Be the Message  
Pastor Kerry Shook
We’re in a new series that we’re calling Be the Message.  Every life communicates a message. If you’re a believer, God is at work transforming your life, transforming you to communicate His message through your life.  If you’re not a believer, God is at work leading you to Himself.  Either way, He is writing a message on your life.  A unique expression of His love and grace extended to you, personally, in whatever your circumstances or context might be.  A message He expressed to you and through you.  
In the bigger picture, our life message as believers is the Gospel that is read by others.  In terms of intentionally becoming the message to others, however, you need to know the unique expression of the Gospel that God has written on the pages of your life.  Nothing is more exciting than when you discover your purpose, the divine purpose for which you were created!  When you do, your life message communicates the gospel with clarity and conviction.  
So, to help you discover your purpose I want you to come go with me today back to the time of the Old Testament prophets as we take a walk down the road to see the village potter.  Our guide is a weather-beaten old prophet who's just known the agony of preaching to a rebellious people.  His name is Jeremiah.  They called him the weeping prophet because he wept for forty years over the sins of Israel as they turned away from God.  And he preached the message of truth and hope for it only to fall on deaf ears and all he got in return was hate.  And Jeremiah needed a word from God.  He needed to know there was a purpose in his pain.  He needed to know that no problem could stop God's purpose for his life, and maybe today you need a word from God.  You need to know there's a purpose in your pain.  You need to know that there's no problem that you're facing that can stop God's purpose for your life.   
And God told Jeremiah:  Go down to the potter's house, and I will give you My message.  Go down to the potter's house, and I will give you My word and you'll understand your purpose.  So I want you to come with me down to the potter's house and as we walk into the potter's house we see that the potter is molding and making a beautiful vessel.  As it spins on the wheel, he is molding and fashioning the clay.  It's moldable.  And he's molding it the way that seems best to him.  
I want you to open your Bibles to the Book of Jeremiah Chapter 18, as we see what God said, and we can look at the potter and the clay and discover our purpose and the power of aligning our lives with God's purpose for our lives if we are to be the message God designed us to communicate, because Christianity is not words; it's the word, Jesus Christ.  Christianity is not sermons or slogans; it's the Savior.  Christianity is not what we say; it's who we are, what we do and how we're Jesus to the world.  And when you begin to align your life with your true purpose, you come alive.  
Would you stand in honor of God's word?  Just follow along with me as we learn the principles from the potter.

“This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  ‘Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give you My message.’ So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel.  But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. Then the word of the LORD came to me: ‘O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?’ declares the LORD.  ‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if it does evil in My sight and does not obey Me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it.
Dear God I pray right now that you would speak to us, speak to us in our hearts.  I pray you would let everyone here at the Fellowship campus, everyone at our satellite churches, everyone worshiping through our broadcast and online ministry around the world, just know that you know their name, you know their number and I pray that you would speak to our hearts and show us that there is no problem that can stop your purpose for our lives, that your purpose will not be thwarted.  It will not be derailed.  It cannot be stopped, and we thank you for that and I pray you would meet us right where we are because you planned this time before the world was created, and I pray that you would work a miracle in these next few moments in our lives and help every one of us align our lives with our true purpose so we'll come alive and find your fulfillment.  Show us the lessons from the potter.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
You can be seated.
So Jeremiah goes down to the potter's house and there God speaks to him as he sees the potter, this master craftsman, molding the clay, fashioning the clay into a beautiful vessel.  God speaks to Jeremiah and he speaks to us today, and the first discovery that we learn from the potter is the position of God.  This is the most important principle in discovering our purpose is the position of God and our place in the world.  God is the potter, and we are the clay.  God is the one who makes, and we are the ones being made.  See there's no purpose in life if there is no God. Psalms 100:3 (NIV) says, “Know that the LORD is God. It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.”
You know every once in a while I have an atheist come up to me.  In fact, we have many atheist and agnostics who come to our church, and I love that because we say questions are welcome.  There is no question off limits.  God's not afraid of our questions, and we always say:  Keep coming and learning and do an honest intellectual search for the truth.  We love having you here.  But every once in a while someone comes up to me and says:  Pastor Kerry, I'm an atheist.  And they kind of look at me like I'm going to just like faint or something, I don't know.  It's like:  Oh, okay.  So glad you're here.  I guess they’re thinking I'm going to say:  Oh, an atheist.  Oh no.  You don't believe in God.  Oh, that rocks my faith.  No.  God is real whether you believe in Him or not.  He's Lord whether you make Him Lord of your life or not.  Because you're an agnostic or an atheist doesn't make God disappear.  
If there is no God, though, there's no purpose.  I always try to encourage people to be consistent in their beliefs because if there is no creator, we're all just here by accident, then there's no purpose.  Who are you kidding?  Just go out, party it up, live for yourself because there is no purpose if there is no creator who designed us for a purpose if we're all here just by accident.   But the good news is we're not.  You're not an accident regardless of the circumstances of your birth.  You're not an accident.  God planned you.  We have a creator and He is the potter and we are the clay and He's the one who's molding us and making us into that beautiful vessel to be used for our true purpose.  
In verse six it says:
“‘O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?’ declares the LORD. ‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.’” 
God says don't forget I'm the potter and you're the clay in my hand.  I have to recognize that He's the potter and He can do whatever He wants to do in my life because He knows what's best because He's God and I'm not.  And He's the one forming and fashioning me. 
Someone said:  “To make is the property of God; to be made is the property of man.”  Don't ever forget that He's the maker and we're the made.  But too many times we try to switch places with God.  We try to be the potter when we don't think God is doing a very good job in our lives.  We don't like what God is making us into.  We don't like what's happening.  We're like:  God, you don't know what you're doing.  And so we try to be the potter.  We try to play God.  We forget our roles and that's why Isaiah 45:9 says:
“What sorrow awaits those who argue with their Creator. Does a clay pot argue with its maker? Does the clay dispute with the one who shapes it, saying, ‘Stop, you’re doing it wrong!’ Does the pot exclaim, ‘How clumsy can you be?’”
Can you imagine?  I'm molding and making this pot as it's spinning on the wheel.  Can you imagine if the pot started talking to me, going:  You're horrible; you don't know what you're doing.  Now that's what the pot could say to me, and you know it would be totally correct because I'm not a professional potter.  I'm not a master craftsman.  But God is a master craftsman and it says here that so many times we say:  God, you're doing it all wrong.  I don't like what you're doing in my life.  I know what's best for me, and I've got my plan for my life, and you're not following the plan God.  You don't know what you're doing.  And it's saying how crazy that is.  
Underline the first phrase in that verse, what sorrow awaits those who argue with their creator.  When we try to play God, it always ends in sorrow because we're not God.  It starts with frustration.  When we try to play God, we try to control everything.  We try to control other people and they don't cooperate.  We try to control our problems.  We try to control our pain.  We try to control our image.  We try to control our circumstances.  But frankly folks, most of life is out of our control and the more you try to control, the more life spins out of control.  The more you try to hold things close and hold on to things, the more they crush the life out of you and everyone else around you.  You can't get control of your life.  We've all tried.  We try it almost every day.  I'm going to get control of my life.  I'm going to really get things in control.  You can't get control of your life but you can get your life under control when you place it under Christ's care and control and you realize that you are the clay.  You're not the potter.  You're not God.  God is and I'm not and I need to recognize that and get back up on the potter's wheel and let Him mold and make me into that beautiful vessel that He's creating me to be.  
When we try to play God, it always starts with frustration.  It's frustrating trying to control everything.  Nothing cooperates.  Then it turns into fatigue.  It wears you out trying to control everything.  It wears you out trying to play God because you're not God.  You were never created to be God.  You were made to be the clay, to be molded and made into His image and so it's very frustrating.  It's fatiguing trying to be the general manager of the universe and keep it all going and then it ends in failure because you're not God.  It always ends in failure.  That's why it says, what sorrow awaits those who argue with their creator.  
So I have to recognize that He's the potter, I'm the clay.  I have to give Him His place, His rightful place, first place in my life.  He's God, and I'm not.  I give Him His place or He'll take it one day.  That's why Philippians says one day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  And so He's Lord whether I acknowledge it or not; He's God whether I acknowledge it or not.   It's just better that I acknowledge it so that I can find my true purpose, so I can stop being worn out trying to be God and I can stop trying to control everything and place my life under His care and control and then things come into perspective and I see the reason why I was created, to have a relationship with Him and let Him make me into His image, but I have to recognize that and get back up on the potter's wheel.  It's so much better to get on the potter's wheel and to admit He's God and that He's Lord and let Him be Lord of your life.  Let Him have His place now rather than being forced to give Him His place at the judgment, but He's Lord whether you acknowledge it or not.  
And when we see the position of God, it's the most important thing because without our creator there is no purpose.  There's no meaning.  But there is meaning in life because of God.  And so when we give our creator His rightful place and recognize that He is the potter and I'm the clay and I get back up on the potter's wheel and allow Him to mold and make me, I discover the purpose of God.  Look at verse four.  It says:
“But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.”
Underline the last part, shaping it as seen best to Him.  So the potter makes a vessel that pleases Him, that seems best to Him.  The potter has a design in mind for the clay.  He sees that beautiful vessel that He's creating.  He sees the purpose for why He's creating and to discover your purpose, it starts with God.  
You don't just say:  What do I feel like is my purpose?  No.  You go to one who created you for a purpose and you find out what your purpose is because He shapes you into a vessel that seems best to Him because He knows what's best for us.  He knows what He's doing.  He's making you and creating you to fulfill the purpose that He's designed and that's how you find fulfillment is when you align your life with the purpose for which God is molding you and making you.  He's molding you into His image.  
A second discovery we learn from the potter is that our purpose is to have a relationship with our creator.  That's the first purpose for why you were created.   God created you to love you and He wants you to love Him back and so you're created to be a vessel that contains the Holy Spirit of God.  The Lord God lives inside us through His Spirit.  We're the temple of God, the Bible says.  Christ died and He rose again and the tomb is empty so our lives can be filled with His Holy Spirit, and so we're to be vessels that the very power of God lives in and people can see the light of Christ shine through us so we're to reflect Christ.  That's our message.  We're to be the message.  As people look at us they ought to see Jesus in us.  
That’s the third discovery we learn from the potter -- that He wants to mold us and make us more into His image and we can rest in His ability to shape us for His purpose.  God is more interested in your character than your comfort and He's always molding away and taking away those rough edges of your character that don't look like Jesus.  He's making you more like His Son.
But the problem is real evident here because in verse four it says the clay was marred.  So there was something in the clay that was hindering it from being molded and sometimes we hinder God from molding us and making us into what is best for us, His purpose for our lives.  We refuse to surrender and sometimes we have these mars and these mistakes in our lives that keep us from really letting God mold us and make us and sometimes when God is molding us and making us into what He's created us to be  it's painful.  We don't like it.  We don't like what God is doing and we want to get off the wheel and be the potter rather than the clay.  
So what causes clay to be messed up?  Well, maybe the clay is too hard.  If the clay is too hard, if it's too dry, then it's not moldable, and sometimes our hearts become hard when God calls us to obey Him and we disobey, when God says take this next step that's in my word and we say I don't really like that one, God.  You got another one?  Then our hearts become hard, and the more we obey God and take steps of obedience even when we don't understand it, the more our hearts soften toward Him and the more He molds us into His purpose.  But if the clay is too hard, it's too dry, then the potter can't mold it, and so whenever I disobey, my heart gets hard and God says just learn to obey.  The problem is we want God to tell us what He wants us to do so we can decide if we want to do it or not.  God, show me your will for my life so I can decide if I like that.  And God says it doesn't work that way.  You say yes and then I'll show you my will.  
A seminary professor was asked to preach at a large African-American Baptist Convention and he said it was great praise and worship and singing and the music director was just amazing.  He said there was this really tall guy about 6'4" who just had this commanding presence and then he stopped and he said:  I want everyone to say yes.  And everyone said yes.  He said:  I want you to say it like you mean it.  Yes!  And they all said yes!  He said this went on for about five minutes where he just said say yes and yes, yes and on the last one, the loudest one, YES!  Then he bowed his head and said:  Lord, bless our speaker.  We've given you our answer; now tell us what you want us to do.  Amen.  The seminary professor said:  Man I preached the best message of my life.  And that's what God wants us to do.  He wants us to say yes.  God, I know that you know what's best for me so I say yes.  I want to obey you.  Now show me what you want me to do and God will reveal it, and you take that next step and then He opens a door.  But we want God to open about ten doors before we say yes.  God says I don't work that way.  I say take a step into the water and the sea will part.  You've got to get your feet wet.  God says take the next step and then I'll open up the door.  That's the way God always works.  
So I have to understand that God knows what's best for me, that He's God and I'm not.  He's the one who put the stars in space.  He created the universe with a word and so He knows what's best for me.  He's a lot smarter than I am and I can be the clay and let Him mold me.  
But why else could the clay be marred?  Maybe it has too little consistency.  Maybe it's too moist and it forms and shapes real quickly but then it kind of just falls apart.  And sometimes we have too little consistency because we have no conviction.  There's a big difference, folks, between conviction and belief.  A belief is something that you hold to but a conviction is something that holds you.  A belief is something you have until things get tough and then you kind of give it up.  A belief is something you have when you're with one group of people but you give it up when you're with another group of people.  A conviction is something no matter how tough it gets, no matter what comes against you, it holds you, it anchors you, and so that's why we need to be in God's word and we need to have the conviction that's God word is true and we stand on God's word, and when we experience God working in our lives, when problems come our way it just makes us stronger.  When the winds blow and the storms come and the earthquakes shake, we're unshakable and we're strong in the Lord because of those convictions because our roots are deep in God’s word.  
Well another reason there might be a mar in the clay is if there's a little pebble.  If there's a little piece of grain or a little stone in the clay, when the potter's hands touch it as the pot is spinning then it will streak the pot and it causes a mar.  And so, maybe in our lives there's a hidden pebble, hidden sin.  It's not that big of deal God.  Whenever there's hidden sin in our lives, then God can't mold us and make us into what He wants us to be but the good news is I John 1:9 says:  If we confess our sins He's faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from every wrong.  That's what I call the Etch-a-Sketch verse.  If you ever had an Etch-a-Sketch, if you make a mistake, you just turn it over and you shake it and it wipes the slate clean.  God says if you'll just admit your hidden sins to me, He knows them anyway, we're not fooling anyone.  He said if you'll confess, I'll forgive and I'll cleanse you.  I'll wipe the slate clean.  So do you have hidden sin in your life?  Just admit it to God.  He knows it.  Just admit it to Him and He forgives and cleanses and He wipes the slate clean.  
Well I want you to see this mar, this mistake.  We're all marred.  We all have mistakes and sins and regrets.  We all have mars and so it doesn't stop the plan of God.  It says because the pot was marred, the potter formed it into another pot.  The pot was messed up but the potter said that's okay.  I can take the mess and I can turn it into a miracle and that's what God does.  He's the God of the second chance.  Well we're all marred and messed up.  We're all sinful.  We all have regrets and mistakes and hurts but God says that's okay.  I'm not going to throw you out.  I'm going to take you and I'm going to remold you and remake you because I am the remaker, I am the rebuilder, I am the restorer.  I am the God of the second chance.  It's amazing to see here that God, the master potter, when He sees the mar in the clay He doesn't say that's no good.  That clay will never be worth anything.  That clay will never fulfill its purpose, I'm just going to throw it out.  No, He says I'm going to reform it, reshape it.  I'm the God of the second chance.   
But the clay must be crushed before it's made over.  I mean just think about the potter's choice.  When the clay is marred, he can either throw it out and get rid of it or he can crush it and reshape it and remold it and that feels pretty good.  That's stress relieving.  And that's not very pretty, and some of you are being remolded and remade right now and it doesn't feel very good and you don't know what God is doing in your life and you don't understand it and you don't like it but God says I do this because I love you so much, because I'm not going to throw you out.  Some of you feel like God is done with you.  You say:  Kerry, I've blown it so many times; it's that same old sin again.  Kerry, I can't be used of God.  I'm worthless.  God is just going to put me on the shelf.  I'm done.  I'll never fulfill my purpose.  I missed it a long time ago and God says no way.   I still have a purpose.  I still have a plan; even your sins can't stop my plan.  You're pain cannot stop my purpose.  You're problems cannot derail my plan.  God says I still have a plan and I love you and I'm not done with you yet.   I haven't given up on you, I'm for you and I have a purpose and I still have a plan, but I have to remold you.  I'm not going to throw you out.  See the potter's choice when the clay is marred, he can throw it out and say,give up on that one or he can remold it and remake it and that's what he does.  But just understand you're feeling the pain of being remolded and remade, when you feel that pain, just know it's the loving hands of God, God who is all powerful and God who is all caring.  It's His hands.
And that's why in Isaiah 49:16 God says:
“See I have engraved you on the palm of My hands …”
See in the middle of the mess, God gets right down into our mess and turns our mess into our message so that we can help others who have gone through the same things.  God never wastes a hurt.  God never wastes a teardrop.  He takes your pain and turns it into your purpose.  He takes even your sins and somehow turns it around for His glory and then you can help others who have gone through the same thing and they can see your victory and see Christ in you.  
It's amazing how God works and sometimes we think that it's all over, that God can't use us and I've talked to people who say:  Kerry, years ago God wanted me to do this or to do that and I didn't obey and I missed.  So twenty years ago I missed God's will and so I can never get back in God's will and now all these things have happened that I can't take back and I can never be back in God's will.  And that's not right.  God says somehow, some way I can take it and I can put you right back into my will and I can even take the bad, I can even take the sin and I can somehow turn that and turn it into my purpose.  I don't understand it but God can turn crucifixions into resurrections.  The worst thing that could have ever happened, the God of the universe crucified and yet He took that and turned it into our salvation.  It's amazing how God can do that.  
Well just understand that when God is working on you, He's in the middle of your mess and you're name is engraved on His hand because it's all about love, for God it's all about love.  Not only does God know what's best for you but He cares about you.  Not only does God know everything and He knows what He's doing in creating and fashioning you when you don't understand it, He also loves you so much.  
God is the creator.  He knows what He's doing.  He's God and you're not and He loves you.  Love always comes first.   With God it's always love first.  You see He's creating you into what seems best to Him.  We were created to glorify God and to please Him and what pleases Him is when you come alive, when you come alive.  He loves you so much.  
You know when my kids come alive, when they experience joy, I love that as a dad and that's the way our God is.  You can see the joy on their face, I love that and that's the way God is when God sees you come alive; that's what pleases Him.  When you find your niche, when you realize that He lives inside you and you allow Him to shine through you and you follow the passions that He's placed in your heart and you come alive, God loves that.  
But the world needs to see more people who have come alive.  Don't ask what the world needs; ask what makes you come alive because what the world needs is people who have come alive and people need to see Jesus alive in you.  It's all about love.  
Isaiah 41:9 is the verse that God wanted me to share with somebody today, directly from God to you.  God says this:
“You are My servant'; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”
The hand of God that is molding you and making you, has your name engraved on it because He loves you and His hands are strong.  God is not out to destroy you.  God is not going to drop you.  God is not going to decimate you.  He's going to hold you up and He's going to make you into a beautiful vessel for His glory.  He's not finished with you yet.  And the pain you’re feeling has a purpose, and there's no problem that can stop God's purpose for your life.  God says I will uphold you; I’m going to clear the path with my hands.  I'm going to destroy that mountain with my hands.  I'm going to take that giant out with my hands and I'm going to clear the path for you and I'm not going to drop you.  I'm going to hold you.  I will never let you go.  I'll never let you down.  God's plan will never change.  He's making us into a beautiful, useful vessel for His glory.  
That's why 2 Corinthians 4:7 says:
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”
When people look at us and they see we're just an ordinary vessel that God is making and crafting but they see the power of God in us, then God gets the glory.  When people look at me and they see what God has done through me and they say:  I know him and he's not special at all.  He's not that talented at all.  Wow, God is powerful.  It brings glory to God and so you are a jar of clay.  We're just pots.  Okay?  We're just pots.  Some of you are cracked pots.  Hopefully none of you are smoking pot but we're all pots.  Okay?  And the very life of Christ lives inside us to shine through us.  The power of God is in you.  The same power that raised Christ from the dead lives inside of you if you're a Christ follower to give you the power you need in your marriage, in your family, your workplace.  His power lives inside of us.  
In verses 8 to 10, God tells Jeremiah that He will judge a sinful nation but if a person or nation turns back to Him and gets back up on the wheel and repents, then He says I will relent and that word relent and that word relent in the Hebrew literally means heave a heavy sigh of relief.   He says I will heave a sigh of relief because I love you and I want you to return to me.  I don't want you to walk into destruction but if you walk into destruction, if you go your own path and your life unravels, then I will heave a sigh of sorrow because I love you that much, but the choice is yours and some of you are at that place right now.   See, God will do just about anything to get your attention because He loves you.  He will even sometimes crush you if that's what it takes to bring you back to Himself because He loves you so much.  He doesn't want to throw you out and so sometimes through our failures we finally come to the place where we look to God when there's nowhere else to look.   Sometimes it's through our successes when God allows us to be successful and we see that there's emptiness.  We thought if we could get to this place then we'd be happy but we're not.  We're empty and God uses that but most of the time He uses our failures.  He brings us to this place of failure where we look to Him.  
I've talked to so many people who said:  Kerry I'm so glad, you know, years ago I lost my job because that turned me to God.  I'm so glad, Kerry, even though I would have never asked for it but I lost my family and that turned me to God.  You know I finally woke up.  We don't change when we see the light.  We change when we feel the heat, failure and pain, and God loves us so much He'll do just about anything to bring you to Himself so you can find your true purpose but the choice is yours.  So as we conclude I want us to leave the potter's house.  I want us to walk outside the potter's house into the potter's field and as you walk through the potter's field you feel the shards and crunch of broken pottery.  Why?  Because when the pottery becomes too hard, it's marred and it becomes unpliable, unmoldable.  It has to be thrown out. Let that be a reminder to us, to never let our hearts get hard.  God says as long as you stay on the wheel I'll keep working with you and I'll make you into what I want you to be, that beautiful vessel.  But if you get off the wheel and you go your own way and you harden your heart time after time after time, then you walk into destruction.  
And as we leave the potter's house today, let that be a reminder to us to keep our hearts open and pliable to God and that's why Hebrews 3:7 says:
“So, as the Holy Spirit says:  ‘Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts …”
See every time the Holy Spirit asks us to obey and we don't do it, our hearts get a little harder.  Did you know there's an unpardonable sin?  Jesus talked about it.  He said I forgive all sins except for one sin, the unpardonable sin.  It's the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  And some of you are going:  Man, I hope I haven't committed blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.  But blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is this:  the Holy Spirit speaks to our hearts.  When you're not a Christ follower, the Holy Spirit knocks on the door of your heart and you can't come to Christ unless the Holy Spirit draws you the scripture says.  And so the Holy Spirit of Christ knocks on the door of your heart and you who are Christ followers, that's how you came to Christ.  You didn't just decide you were going to come to Christ.  It may have felt like that but it was the Holy Spirit drawing you.  You may have thought it was somebody just inviting you to church or you may have thought it was you felt empty on the inside but it was the Holy Spirit putting that emptiness there and knocking on the door of your heart.  You may have thought it was just you were moved at the end of a service one day but no, it was the Holy Spirit convicting and drawing you.  
You can't come to Christ unless the Holy Spirit draws you and that's why I have people say to me sometimes:  Kerry I'm partying it up right now.  I'm kind of doing my thing.  I'm going to kind of play God right now.  It's going good for me right now but when I get really old, maybe 80, I will trust Christ and get saved so I can go to Heaven.  It's like you don't know you can't decide when you trust Christ.  It's only when the Holy Spirit draws you and the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is, if you reject the Holy Spirit over and over and over and over and over and over again there comes a time when the Holy Spirit stops knocking and you can't get saved.  That's why it's the unpardonable sin.   When the Holy Spirit stops knocking you can't come to Christ and some of you who are not Christ followers are worried right now.   Have I committed the unpardonable sin?  Have I blasphemed of the Holy Spirit?  If you're worried about it, you haven't, because that's the Holy Spirit convicting you.  If you're worried about it you haven’t.  The person who's committed the unpardonable sin, the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, has rejected and rejected and rejected and now they have no desire for spiritual things.  They just don't have any desire for any spiritual things.  They're not convicted at all, because the Holy Spirit is not drawing them.  But if you're being drawn the Holy Spirit is knocking on the door of your heart but He doesn’t knock the door down, you have to open the door.  He's a gentleman.  You have the power to choose to reject Him or to accept Him.  You have the power to choose not to believe in Him.  You have the power to choose to spit in His face because love is not love unless it gives you that power of whether you get to choose love or not and God gave us that power because He loves us and wants us to love Him back.  
If you're a Christ follower you can't commit the unpardonable sin of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit; He's in your life.  But you can, the Bible says, grieve the Holy Spirit.  When the Holy Spirit asks you to take another step of faith, to put Him first, to put God first in your relationships, to put God first in your day by spending time with Him for ten, fifteen minutes before you go out in your day, to give God the first day of the week, to put God first in your marriage, to put God first in your finances, to put God first at your workplace.  When God asks you to start doing that and you say no I really don't want to do that one, then you grieve the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit stops working in your life, working miracles and opening doors.  You can grieve the Holy Spirit.  
So I want us to stop and bow together right now.   Let me ask you:  Is your heart moldable and pliable to be molded into what God wants to make you into?
Dear Lord I pray right now that everyone of us would get back up on the potter's wheel because we've all tried to be the potter but you're the potter and we're the clay and we pray that you would mold us and make us into the beautiful vessel that you created us for, that you would allow us to be and I pray for those who are being remolded and remade right now.  We all are marred and messed up and sinful Lord but you take our mess and turn it into our message and you can take the mistakes and turn it into a miracle.  So work miracles in our lives right now.  Help us get back up on the wheel and make us into what you want us to be.  I pray for those who felt like you've given up on them that they realize now that you haven't, that you're remaking them and you still have a purpose, you still have a plan.  I pray Lord for those who are going through so much pain and they feel like they're being crushed, just remind them that you'll never let them go and you'll see them through and Lord I pray for those who have never received you in their life but they feel the Holy Spirit knocking on the door of their heart.  I pray they would open the door and they would say this silently to you right now:  Dear Jesus Christ, I open the door of my heart and ask you to come into my life and live inside me through your Holy Spirit and I ask you to change me, forgive me of all my sins and mars and mistakes and give me a fresh start, take me to Heaven one day.  I accept your free gift of salvation.  I can't earn it or deserve it but I accept it today.  Thank you for knocking on the door of my heart.  In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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