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BE THE MESSAGE
Part 1 of Series:  Be the Message  
  Pastor Kerry Shook
"Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary use words."
Francis of Assisi
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.  In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. … The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. He came to that which was his own, but His own did not receive Him.  Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”    John 1:1-5; 9-14 (NIV)
My Life Message:  My unique expression of Christ to the World
1. LISTEN FOR THE DIVINE WHISPER
“The LORD said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.’ Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.” 
1 Kings 19:11, 12 (NIV)
“My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.” James 1:19 (NIV)
2. RECOGNIZE YOUR SACRED SHOUT
“God whispers to us in our pleasures, but shouts to us in our pain.It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”  C. S. Lewis
“The Word became flesh …”
John 1:14a (NIV)
3. EMBRACE YOUR HOLY DISTURBANCE
“Disturb us Oh Lord, when we are too pleased with ourselves, when our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little, when we arrived safely because we sailed too close to the shore!”
Sir Francis Drake
“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” 

John 1:14 (MSG)
· “You can do more than nothing.”
· “Love the one in front of you.”
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.”
 Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
Discovering My Unique Life Message:
· Read a chapter a day in Be the Message.
· Practice The Divine Whisper at the end of each chapter. 
· Complete the section, Love the One in Front of You, at the end of each chapter to apply what you’re learning.
· Host a small group and share your experiences in learning to be the message with others. Small group HOST sign up card in the bulletin for the BTM Challenge
Suggested Preparation:  
· Hold a Missions and Ministry Fair in the atrium of your church as an action item that members and attenders may attend to apply and be the message.  Highlight how they may engage that day in ministries and missions led by your church.  The enlistment of members will infuse your missions and ministries with new life and activate them in ministry. 
· Include a bulletin insert with a map of your mission and ministry fair and contact information for people to sign up to volunteer or express interest. 
· Consider a possible short video testimony of a life that was reached for Christ through your church or mission to show in your message. 
· Small group HOST sign up card in the bulletin for the BTM Challenge
BE THE MESSAGE
Part 1 of Series:  Be the Message  
  Pastor Kerry Shook
I’m beginning a new series today that I believe could change the world.  It’s about authentic faith. I’m calling it “Be the Message.”  It’s how Jesus changed our world, but it’s not about religion.  It seems today that people are trying to turn Christianity into some religious words or sermons or slogans; but Christianity is not a sermon or a slogan, it's the Savior.  Christianity is not a religion; it's a relationship with Christ.  Christianity is not a bunch of words; it’s the word, Jesus Christ.  And the gospel is not about what we say.  It’s all about who we are and what we do and how we're Jesus to the world around us.  
St. Francis said:  Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary use words.  I love that because the gospel is not a sermon.  In fact, I would say that the world is tired of just hearing sermons.  They want to see one lived out.  And so this series is not just about words.  It’s going to be an interactive sermon.  When I finish talking, the sermon just really begins as we want you after the service to go out to our Missions and Ministry Fair and get connected to one of our missions or ministries.  We have almost (one hundred) of them now.   It's all about getting our eyes on God and on others.  That's what it's about.  Let's be the message.  
Now we're starting this new series that's all about understanding, discovering and aligning your life with your life message.  You have a unique life message that God wants you to live out, a unique story that has not been written yet that God wants to write.  So I want you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John Chapter 1.  And would you stand in honor of God's word, and just follow along with me?  
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.  In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. … The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. He came to that which was his own, but His own did not receive Him.  Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  
Pastoral Prayer: “Dear God, I thank you that within each of us you have placed a life message; and every day with every action, every choice, we're communicating with our life, and you want us to discover it and align our life with your life message because you created us and you know how we work best so that we can find fulfillment and true meaning.  I pray that you would meet us right here where we are.  We thank you that you've done everything at (name of your Church).  It's all about you.  We give you all the credit and all the glory, but we thank you for what's ahead because this church is not about the past.  It's about stepping into the future in faith believing you for everything you call us to believe you for.  For it's in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
You can be seated.
Now the word gospel literally means good news, and this passage tells us that the gospel or the good news is the Word, and it tells us the Word is Jesus.  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  In the beginning was the word and the Word was with God and the Word was God, and then the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  So the Word is Jesus.  And we read the Bible not to get to know the Bible better but to get to know Jesus better.  We read God's Word and we study the Bible not to fill our heads with Bible knowledge but to grow closer to Christ because Christ is the Word.  That's good news, and the really good news is the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, that God put on human flesh and He became one of us so that we could understand His life message that He was communicating to us which is the gospel, the good news.  Then He experienced all the things we go through so that we could relate to Him … hurt and pain and rejection and temptation.  Yet He never once sinned and He went to a cross and He died on that cross and shed His perfect blood so that we could receive forgiveness.  Then He rose again and He ascended to heaven and He said:  I'm going to leave My Spirit with you.  If you receive me, you become a child of mine and I will put My Spirit in your life, literally, so that you'll be My body and I can live through you.  So Jesus in you is the gospel; therefore, you are the gospel.  That should be an ‘aha’ moment for us.  That's what this series is all about, this understanding that you are the good news.  You see your life message is the gospel, the good news of Christ in you as you reflect Christ to the world.  But every one of us has a unique life message, a unique expression of the gospel as God uses us and works through our personality and gifts and abilities and experiences.  You have a unique expression of the gospel within you if you're a Christ follower.  
My Life Message:  My unique expression of Christ to the World
So my life message is this:  My unique expression of Christ to the world.  That's a good definition of a life mission, and until you discover you're unique life message then you'll just be existing instead of really living.  You will always be in kind of a fog of confusion in life not really having clarity on why you're here on this earth and what your purpose is.  Until you discover your life message, you'll never find your voice.  You'll never have clarity on why you're here.  You'll always have a dissatisfaction and disequilibrium of the soul.  Something will always be missing; but, you can discover and align your life with your life message, find your voice, come alive and understand that you are the message. 
1.  Listen for the Divine Whisper
So how do I discover my life message and align my life with it?  First, listen for the divine whisper.  It's ironic but when you stop talking, you find your voice.  You have to practice the ancient spiritual discipline of solitude and silence.  I was talking to a friend of mine the other day and he said he went on a solitude retreat where he went up into the mountains and stayed at a monastery for a weekend.  It was one of those silent monasteries where the monks aren't allowed to talk and anyone there can't talk, can't say anything.  He said for the first hour he said he thought he was going to die.  He said all he could think about is two more days.  But he said then God began breaking through.  He said I stopped talking and just starting listening.  I started taking walks through the woods and just listening. God began to restore my soul and he said it was a game changer.  He said God began impressing things on my heart and God began speaking to my heart.  It was powerful.  See when you finally shut up, you find your voice.  You start listening to God, listening to others.  You have to hide yourself to find yourself.  
There was a time when the Prophet Elijah really needed clarity from God.  He needed to hear from God to know God's will for what was next.  He was at a place where he was discouraged and he needed to hear from God, and here's what happened in I Kings Chapter 19.  It says:
“The LORD said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.’ Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.”
I love that phrase.  Underline that, a gentle whisper.  God speaks to us in a gentle whisper.  The problem is we're always talking and we can't hear His gentle whisper.  We always have the noise going, the stereo blaring, the television on or the Internet.  We're always around a lot of people and crowds.  You've got to get alone, get silent before God so He can give you your voice, a gentle whisper.  
So there was this huge wind that came, an earthquake and a fire, and that's not talking about a Motown band.  It's not earthquake, wind and fire.  It sounds a little bit like Elijah lived in Los Angeles … wind, earthquake, fire … but no, there were these huge events that happened, and Elijah was looking for God to be in these big events.  “Oh God is such a big God He's going to be in this big event.”  Nope.  But when all the big events had passed, there was God speaking to him with a gentle whisper to tell him what to do next.  We're always looking for God in the big things.  So many times God is found in the small things.  We're always wanting to do something big for God.  God, I'm going to do something big for you, and God says all I want you to do is take a small step of obedience.  I'm the one who can do something big.  You can't.   I don't ask you to do something big for me.  I don't ask you to change the world.  God says I just ask you to take a step of obedience and leave the results to me.  
Just keep taking those steps of obedience, and God says, “I'll do something big if that's what I want to do.”  But all I call you to do is step in obedience. That takes the pressure off as we realized all we've got to do is take a step of obedience every time God calls us to take a step, just a step of obedience. We just have to take steps of faith and God's the one that does something huge.  You don't have to do something huge for God; all you have to do is obey Him.  
(This is a good place for a personal illustration of how you or your church may have taken a small step of obedience and God responded with a great blessing.  It could be a short video testimonial.)
Obedience brings blessing.  You don't have to do something big for God.  You can't do anything big for God, but you can take that step of faith, a baby step of faith, and God will do big things in your life.  And so if I'm going to find my life message, I have to listen to God.  
We're going to do something starting tomorrow we're calling Twenty-One Minutes.  We want you every day for the next twenty-one days to spend twenty-one minutes each day in silence and solitude practicing the ancient spiritual discipline of solitude.  Twenty-one minutes before you go into your day or sometime at night, maybe at noon time but twenty-one minutes where you're just silent before God.  Twenty-one minutes to just listen to God, and we want you to read one chapter in the Book of John every day and just let God begin to impress things upon your heart and refresh your soul.  There are twenty-one chapters in the Book of John.  So for the next twenty-one days, once a day, twenty-one minutes to recharge your soul, to nourish your spirit, to start learning how to listen to God, and you will find your voice.  Then listen to others.  Most of us are always talking and never listening.  I know that's the way I am most of the time.  It says in James 1:19:
“My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”
It speaks volumes when you listen to the hurts of others.  So this week start listening to others.  Start listening to the pain and the hurts of others.  Instead of always talking, start listening at your workplace.  Listen to your family, really listen.  Don't just hear it, but listen and start looking for ways that you can be the message and be the difference as you listen.  That's how you hear the divine whisper.  So listen for the divine whisper. 
2.  Recognize Your Sacred Shout
But then secondly recognize your sacred shout.  To discover and align my life with my life message, I have to recognize that I have a sacred shout.  C. S. Lewis said “God whispers to us in our pleasures but shouts to us in our pain.  It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf word.”  That's true.  God shouts to us in our pain, in our failures, in our mess.  That's what gets our attentions and turns us to God.  But it's also what God uses in our lives.  It's our pain that shouts to a hurting world that the gospel is alive and that God is real and that's why John 1:14 says:
“The Word became flesh ...”
God put on weak and frail human flesh so that we could relate to Him and understand His life message clearly.  So don't hide from your flesh.  Don't hide from your humanness.  Don't hide from your pain, your weakness, your failures and mistakes because so many times it's your mess that God takes and turns into your life message.  It's your greatest pain that God takes and turns it into your greatest purpose.  It's your biggest obstacle that God takes and turns it into your biggest opportunity to be the message, to be the gospel, to be Jesus to people.    
In fact, I would say that most of our ministries were started by people who failed.  (Use illustrations of those lay volunteer leaders and/or staff whose ministries developed out of their own personal hurts or failures and how God is reaching and healing other hurting people through them.)
God takes your mess and turns it into your life message. So don't run from your humanness.  Don't run from your failures.  Don't run from your pain and your hurt because God never wastes a hurt.  God never wastes a teardrop.  He takes that and uses it, and God wants you to be a minister and a message to people who are going through the same thing that you've gone through and they relate to you and they will hear you.  See it's your struggle and pain that is your sacred shout that cuts through all the noise and connects you to hurting people and becomes your life message.  
3.  Embrace Your Holy Disturbance
But then there's a third thing.  Not only do I listen for the divine whisper and recognize my sacred shout but I have to embrace my holy disturbance.  You'll find your life message when you realize what really bothers you enough to move you out of your comfort zone into your calling and into the lives of others.  I want to encourage you to embrace your holy disturbance.  Sir Francis Drake said:
“Disturb us Oh Lord, when we are too pleased with ourselves, when our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little, when we arrived safely because we sailed too close to the shore!”
I encourage you to dream big dreams with God, to not be afraid of setting your sails, heading away from the shore for unknown waters and just imaging what God can do through you, how He can use you.  I love the message version of the passage that we read earlier in John.  John 1:14 says:
“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” 
I really like that because The Message, the word of the gospel, is not meant to be shared just verbally.  Jesus, the Word, became flesh and blood so that He could show us what love looks like and now we're supposed to move into our neighborhoods and show them what love looks like.  And our neighborhood in this day and age is no longer just the guy next door or the person at the grocery store or your kid's school.  No our neighborhood is global with a 24/7 news cycle, and we're able to get pictures and video and information instantaneously from around the world.  
Our neighborhood has become global.  It's gotten bigger as the world has gotten smaller through communication, and it's easy, really easy, I found, to become so used to being aware of hearing about the poor and powerless in our world that we feel kind of numbed.  We feel like we can't do anything.  Like wow, the world's problems are so big. When I hear of millions of people living on two dollars a day, billions of people living without clean water, when I hear about the disease that's rampant in so many areas, the devastation that comes after big natural disasters, I feel like:  What could I do, anyway?  Does it really make any difference if I engage?  And by the way, I don't want to be a hypocrite.  So if I say I'm going to believe, then I really have to do everything and go be like Mother Theresa and move to Calcutta, and since I'm not doing that then I'll do nothing.  
· You can do more than nothing.
But you can do more than nothing.  We can all do more than nothing. I can do more than nothing and for the person that I can help; I can make all the difference in that person's life.  
And as a church, that's what we've done for (twenty years.)  We've decided that we are not going to give into the socially accepted norm that says we just listen to the news reports.  We know it's bad, but it's more on an intellectual level.  We're not going to let it get to our hearts.  Instead of just being aware of things or being concerned as a church, you've allowed the hurt and the troubled people of the world to disturb you, to have a holy disturbance, and you won't give in to apathy; but, you'll get involved in people's lives, and we have a great opportunity to do that, to make a difference, to really lean into the pain of people and the poor and the powerless.  We're going to do more than nothing and be the message, actually be the message.  
· Love the one in front of you.
God didn't say that it was our job to end global poverty; but He did say very clearly that it's our job to engage and be a change agent for justice and mercy in the world.  How do we do that?  Well, you just love the one in front of you.  Just love the one in front of you.  That may be your child or your spouse.  Sometimes the people the closest are the hardest to love but you love the one in front of you.  It may be your coworker.  It may be someone on your street that you know of who needs help and a friend or it may be someone on the other side of the world that you're aware of you can make a direct difference in their lives.  
Through our missions and ministries here at (name of your Church) we are really excited about what God wants to do through us to be the message in our world today. As a church we get the privilege, only God knows why, of getting to live in this country.  We didn't get to pick it.  Nobody gets to pick the country they're born into or what parents they will have, but we do get to choose how much we're going to trust God for.  We do get to decide what we're going to do with the one-and-only life that God gave us.  We are going to decide, choose how we're going to spend our dollars.  We get to decide a lot of things in our lives and by being aware of those choices and saying:  No. I'm not going to be mediocre in this.  I'm not going to go with the flow.  I'm going to be different.  I want my life to count.  Together we can make a difference in our world.  We can leave a lasting legacy and impact the lives of those around us.  We are going to learn how to be the message and here’s how:
When you leave today, we have our Missions and Ministry fair.  And we have tents set up for the ministries in our church, not all of them but a whole lot of them, and what we encourage you to do is to take this insert that's in your bulletin and inside of it there's a map.  You can just wander around or those of you who are really orderly can check things off and go all over the place but you can fill it out on the bottom.  It's perforated.  Tear it off and leave this card if there's a tent, an area, that really resonates with you.  You think:  Yeah, I want to get involved in this ministry.  I want to do that.  Then drop this card off and leave it there.  If there's more than one you're interested in, don't worry.  We have more of these sitting around at the tents so you can grab another one and write your name.  If you do, then you'll receive an email or a phone call from someone who will tell you the next steps.  It doesn't mean that you're committing to anything.  It just means:  Yeah, I want to talk to somebody and find out more about this, what's going on.
We have our Community Impact Ministries where we get involved in all kinds of communities, just locally.  We can't skip over our community to touch the world so we reach our community, and they have some really good popcorn out there.  And they're serving up hamburgers and sausage.  (Mention the ministries and missions that will be represented in your mission and ministry fair.) 
You can also connect with other people with the same interests as yours, and it's going to be really exciting to see what takes off out of this.  
You can pick up brochures about our local and global missions for this year.  We have brochures listing all of our mission trips coming up and all the local opportunities.  We also have a brochure for student mission trips you can pick up.  We also do medical missions.  If you are a doctor, nurse, dentist, anything in the medical field, we take specialized trips all over the world to hold clinics and usually at churches and make a difference that way.  We have our Preschool Ministry, our Children's Ministry and our Student Ministry.  There are so many opportunities.  
But I really encourage you to pick one.  Get involved.  The best thing you can do in this life outside of trusting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and loving the one in front of you all the time is to partner with your local church to make a difference in your community and around the world.  There are no excuses after today.  There are so many opportunities for you.  It maybe that you have high school students into your home once a week just to provide a place for them to meet.  It may be that you get involved in a ministry that goes out in the community and helps.  Whatever it is, this is your time.  Don't miss it.  We are an army of compassion together, and we're really excited.  Let’s be the message to a world that’s sick of sermons and just wants to see one lived out!  
There are two things that last for all eternity.  God's word is number one.  The Bible says, “The grass withers and the flowers fade but the word of God stands forever.”  So anything you do to lift up the Word, Jesus Christ, spending time with Christ, growing in His Word, building your life, your family, the church on His Word, that's going to last forever, for all eternity.  
The second thing that will last for all eternity is people.  You know, souls of men and women will live on forever.  So anytime you invest your time, talent or treasure to make a difference in the life of someone else, that's going to last forever.  Most of the things we do won't last five years from now but you can do something that lasts forever.  Are you doing anything with your one-and-only life that will be here when you're gone?  Are you doing anything with your one-and-only life that will be here a thousand years from now?  Are you doing anything with your one-and-only life that will be here for all eternity?  Because when you focus on the Lord and on others and get your eyes off yourself, you're doing something that lasts for all eternity.
In Ephesians 2:10 it says:
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.”
You're God's masterpiece because you are a portrait of Jesus Christ.  You are to reflect Christ to the world.  You are the gospel and really the gospel reduces a thousand words to The Word, Jesus Christ.  And the gospel speaks louder than words because it is the Word, Jesus Christ and countless words will be forgotten but the Word lasts for all eternity.  Hurtful words can harm but the Word heals.  Meaningless words leave you empty but the Word fills you up.  Religious words are lifeless but the Word is life changing, and we have built our lives, our family and our church on the Word, Jesus Christ.  In this series we want you to discover your unique life message and to do that you will have some homework to do during the week.  It will be fun and rewarding as God begins to speak to you in His Divine Whisper.  Here’s what I want to ask you to do each day so that you can hear what He is saying.  
Discovering My Unique Life Message:  My BTM Challenge
· Read a chapter a day in Be the Message.
· Practice The Divine Whisper at the end of each chapter. 
· Complete the section, Love the One in Front of You, at the end of each chapter to apply what you’re learning.
· Host a small group and share your experiences in learning to be the message with others.  Invite a friend to read Be the Message with you and go on the journey together. (Small group HOST sign up card in the bulletin for the BTM Challenge)
Let's pray together. 
Lord, I pray that as we move into this series that you will help everyone at (name of your Church) realize you have them here for a reason, that you want them to connect, to be part of the body of Christ, to be your body, to make a difference and heal this hurting world.  So I pray that every one of us would connect to a ministry or mission through the church to get our eyes off ourselves and onto you and onto others and realize that we are the gospel.  I pray for those here today that have never received you into their life that they would join the thousands that have come into a relationship with you at (name of your Church) and they would say this prayer in the silence of their hearts in this defining moment.  ‘Dear Jesus Christ, come into my life through your spirit.  I ask you to forgive me of all my sins and take my mess and turn it into your message.  Take my pain and turn it into a great purpose and be the Lord of my life.’ And Lord, we give you all the credit for the years we’ve had so far, and we thank you that it's not about yesterday.  It's about today and what you're doing in our lives today, and the best is yet to come.  For it's in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
Series:  Be the Message
Part 1:  Be the Message
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