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FINDING YOUR VOICE
Part 2 of Series:  Be the Message  
Pastor Kerry Shook
“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  

John 1:14 (NIV)
1.  BEFORE I OPEN MY MOUTH, I MUST OPEN MY HEART
“The Word became flesh …”
“There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet fully formed in love.” 
1 John 4:18 (MSG)
2.  MOVE INTO THEIR WORLD
“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.”  (MSG)
“Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths shut, they seem intelligent.”  
Proverbs 17:28 (NLT)
I  dentify their needs
D  iscover their dream
3.  SPEAK AND ACT IN GRACE AND TRUTH
“The Word … full of grace and truth.”
“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” 
Ephesians 4:15 (NIV)
4.  CALL ON CHRIST BEFORE I SPEAK
“We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only, who came from the Father …”
“Call to Me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” 
Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV)
My Be the Message Challenge:
· Read a chapter a day in Be the Message.
· Practice The Divine Whisper at the end of each chapter. 
· Complete the section, Love the One in Front of You, at the end of each chapter to apply what you’re learning.
· Join a small group and share my experiences in learning to be the message with others.  
Suggested Preparation:  
· Have 2 cans tied with a string between them for a creative element to illustrate a “first generation” mobile phone.
· Enclose 3 business size “acts of kindness cards” in your bulletin to use in your message for the Be the Message Challenge.  The cards could say: “A small act of kindness makes a world of difference.” Print your church’s website on the other side of the card should people who receive these acts of kindness want to check out your church.
· Small group sign up card in the bulletin for the BTM Challenge 
FINDING YOUR VOICE
Part 2 of Series:  Be the Message  
Pastor Kerry Shook
When I was a kid if you wanted your own personal mobile phone this is what you had:  two tin cans and a string.  Who wants to talk to me? How about you, sir?  Let's see if this thing works. I don’t know.  Hello.  Can you hear me?  What did you say?  You wish you were at the game instead of church? I can't believe that.   Give me that back.  Now everyone knows that everybody has one of these now, a smart phone.  So the kids can text and talk and tweet and look at the internet and download video games and music all at the same time.  We're really connected, but it seems like relationships are more disconnected than ever before.  
Even though we all have smart phones it seems like most of us are really dumb when it comes to deep communication.  In fact I would say that probably the greatest stress in relationships today and the greatest cause of conflict and confusion in marriage, families and in the workplace is breakdown in communication.  Even though we have all these devices to help us communicate, very few people really communicate on a deep level.  The lines of communication are really breaking down between husbands and wives, parents and children, co-workers, bosses and employees, students and teachers.  It just seems like that very few people are really connecting on a deep level.   
So we're in this series we're calling Be the Message because the gospel is not about what you say, it's all about who you are and what you do and how you're Jesus to the world around you.  We're talking about how you can discover and align your life with your life message, and there's such power in that.   And it's not about words because every decision you make and every action you take you're communicating something.  Every day at every moment we're communicating something, and it's not about words.  It's about our life because the gospel is not slogans and sermons.  The gospel is a life lived.
Now as we talk about communication breakdowns, I want us to really focus in on the people closest to us because you can't be the message to the world, you can't be the gospel to the world, you can't be the good news to the world until you're the good news to the people around you, until you have communication breakthrough with the people closest to you.  God told me a long time ago that I couldn't skip over my family to change the world or I would lose all my power and influence to make a difference in the world; but every time I focus in on my family, it seems like that God uses me, uses our family to make a difference.  And God told me a long time ago I couldn't skip over the church to change the world, that everything would come through my marriage, my family, the church, then the world.  I see so many pastors today who you know are never at their church.  They're always gone because they're always out changing the world, and they skip over their church.   My call is to my Church, and before my call to (name of your church) is my call to my family.  Before my call to my kids and my family is my call to my wife, (name).  And before my call to my wife, (name), is my call to my God; and if I keep those things in order, then God gives me His power and His strength and my life communicates the good news of Christ.   And so what we're talking about is don't skip over the people closest to you to try to change the world.   
Military commanders know if you're going to win the battle the first thing you do is you knock out the enemy's communication post.  You knock out the enemy's communication capabilities so that they can't communicate and organize and counter attack.  And our enemy, Satan, knows that if he can cause communication breakdowns in a marriage or a family or at an office place or in a relationship, he knows then he can destroy that relationship, he can destroy that family, he can destroy the cohesion in that workplace.  So Satan, our enemy, is always working to destroy the communication between us.  
So right now in your life I want you to think about the most important relationships in your life.  Is there any relationship in your life right now where you're having a communication breakdown, I mean you're really trying to breakthrough but it's just not working?  It doesn't matter what you say.  It doesn't seem to matter what words you use, you're just not getting through.  Maybe it's with a co-worker.  Maybe it's with a dear friend.  Maybe it's in your marriage or your family.  Maybe it's with your kids.  But you're really trying to breakthrough and you just can't seem to do it and you don’t know how.  Well, I've got good news for you.  You can go from communication breakdown to breakthrough by applying the scripture passage that is our key verse for the Be the Message Series.  
You see it's not about words because billions of words are spoken every day in our homes, in our schools, in our offices.  It's not about words.  It's about one word, The Word, Jesus Christ.  And our key passage for the whole series is John 1:14.  We've been studying John Chapter 1, I want to focus in on this verse, and I want to just break it apart so we can learn how to find our voice and have a communication breakthrough.
So would you stand in honor of God's word and just read it out loud with me?  Just read this out loud with me, and I want you to really get this key passage.
“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
Pastoral Prayer:  Dear God, I pray right now in the next few moments that you would speak your words through me.  I'm an ordinary, imperfect human being but you're an extraordinary perfect God and you are the Word, Jesus Christ, so speak your words through me, and I pray that you would speak those words through me in the language of each individual person so that they can hear in their heart.  In their heart language Lord, just breakthrough and help them really understand this, and I just thank you Lord that you can take us from communication breakdown to communication breakthrough.  We're always talking, billions of words are spoken every day, but we want to turn to you, The Word, and I pray that you would help us, give us wisdom. I pray especially for those who are experiencing relationship breakdown and communication breakdown that you would just give them, Lord Jesus, a peace, and then also, Lord, give them, give them your principles so that this week they can have a breakthrough.  Help them find their voice by hearing your Divine Whisper in this message.  Work a miracle in relationships.  Help us be the message to the people closest to us.  For it's in your name, Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 
You can be seated.
In this verse we see how that Christ broke through to us so that He could communicate His love clearly and effectively and powerfully and so I want us to take this and break it down into four principles because if we will do these four principles we get from this passage on how Christ broke through and communicated the message of His life with us, then we'll be able to breakthrough in our relationships to really communicate our love to the people closest to us.  
1.  BEFORE I OPEN MY MOUTH, I MUST OPEN MY HEART
Well first, before I open my mouth, I must open my heart.  Before I say a word, I have to reveal my heart.  That's what Jesus did for us.  It says The Word became flesh.   I mean just think about it for a moment.  The God of the universe, all-powerful and perfect, and He had no needs, but He comes to this earth and He puts on a suit of frail, vulnerable human flesh, and He becomes one of us, a human being.  Not only does He become one of us, He enters this world as a tiny baby totally dependent upon a mom and a dad, totally dependent upon other human beings.  Here He is all God and all God becomes all man and all God, vulnerable, a tiny baby in a manger.  Now why did He do that?  For one reason … because He wanted us to see His heart.  He wanted us to know His heart so that we could communicate with Him and He could communicate His good news to us. 
He revealed His heart to us as He became vulnerable and put on human flesh.  In his humanness we were able to connect with Him and He communicated the message clearly of His life.  He communicated His love powerfully through His life. It's amazing that God became a tiny baby, vulnerable, frail so He could reveal His heart to us and we could see what God is like.  That means if I'm going to breakthrough in my communication with the people in my life I can't hide my humanness.  I can't pretend like I've got it all together. I can't hide my weaknesses.  I have to admit my needs and hurts and mistakes.
You know I've told you before about a little book that changed my life.  It was given to me by a dear friend, and it was a children's book called The Knight in Rusty Armor.  I read this little children's book, and he says there's a really deep truth in there, Kerry.  As I read that book, I mean, I got it right away because I saw a picture of myself.  It's a story about a knight who goes out and fights great battles and slays dragons. He's a great champion warrior but when he comes home he's worn his armor for so long to protect his heart and to protect him from the dragon's claws and fire that he doesn't know how to take his armor off and his armor is stuck and so his wife and his kids can't really connect with him.  They can't really breakthrough to him.  He's got this armor over his heart and he doesn't know how to take it off; and of course the whole point of the story is you need armor in this world because you're going to have to fight some battles.  It's tough out there.  You're going to get wounded at times, and so if you walk around with no armor over your heart and you're just totally vulnerable all the time with your heart completely open, your feelings and your faults and your fears just laid bare, you're going to get hurt over and over and over again.  And so there are times you've got to wear the armor to go out and fight great battles for your family, for God, to make a difference in this world.   But then, you've got to be able to take the armor off at times to be vulnerable, to open up and share who you really are, your hurt, your pain, your weaknesses and faults and fears, your humanness so that people can connect with you.  And the question is:  How do I know when to keep the armor on and when to take the armor off?  
I remember when my kids started dating in those teenage years; it's one of the talks that I gave them.  I gave them quite a few talks during those teenage years about dating.  You know those ones trying to really scare them.  You'll either go by your plans or your glands.  So you make plans not to be out late and alone.  I'm always telling them I trust you completely; I just don't trust your hormones.  So I want you to go on a double date, you know, have people around.  Are the parents at home?  All those things ... I'd always do this as teenagers, but this is one of the talks I gave them and it was very serious.  It was:  Learn how to keep your armor on.  Then as you get to know someone you start revealing more of yourself and your armor, you take it off, and you admit your hurts, and fears, and as you grow closer to someone.  But you can't just go around with no armor or you're going to get hurt constantly.  
And so you've got to know when to put the armor on and when to take the armor off.  And with some people, you can't take the armor off, you know, or you're just asking for it and then you've just got to know when to do that, and we talk about that and how you do that; but it applies to adults more than to teenagers.  We've got to learn how to take the armor off.  I know a lot of guys are like me.  It's hard for us to take the armor off at times and to be vulnerable and to talk about our hurts and our needs.  We would rather keep the armor on.  Some of us don't know how to take the armor off because we've worn it for so long, but we've got to learn to take that armor off so we can connect to the people closest to us because if you don't, you'll never connect because when you take the armor off you're vulnerable.  
So how do you take the armor off?  Well you can't reveal your heart unless you reveal your hurt.  When Chris and I first started the church, we were always praying for people for their hurts and their needs and their pain and what they were going through, and for a long time we never shared our hurt, our needs, our problems and stresses with anyone because we thought that was selfish, that we were always supposed to be praying for others and constantly meeting others needs and thinking about other’s hurts and so we just would never talk about ourselves.  We felt like, you know, that was prideful to do that.  But we've since learned that it's prideful not to do that, and we almost emotionally burned out in the first couple of years of the church until we realized that:  Hey we've got to start sharing with our friends that we need prayer, that we've got some hurts, that we've got some pain.  We need some prayer.  We've got some needs.  We need prayer.  
In fact it was prideful not to share that, and it was powerful when we started sharing that.  It's powerful for our emotions, for healing and strength, and it was just a great feeling to be able to take the spiritual armor off.  A lot of pastors have this spiritual armor that they always are wearing and it's so spiritual … got to keep that spiritual armor on.  
It's amazing how little kids can't hide their feelings.  You know, whatever is in their heart just comes out on their face.  Have you noticed that?  You know when a little child is mad.  You can see it on their face.  You know when a little child is sad.  They're crying.  You know when they’re excited.  It's all over their face; but for an adult we learn to hide our emotions so you can't tell what's really going on by our facial expressions.  We learn to hide behind masks and that disconnects us from people.   The only way you'll be connected to people is if you reveal your heart, admit your hurt and you admit your real feelings and you take off the masks and the armor so that people can connect with you.  
Now why do we hesitate to take the armor off?  One great reason:  We're afraid of rejection.  Nobody wants to be rejected.  Nobody wants to be wounded.  Nobody wants to be hurt and that's why.  And by the way, you also have to take your armor off and admit your mistakes.  If you're a leader of people and you really want to influence the people you lead, you really want to connect and breakthrough to the people you lead, the best way to do that is to admit your mistakes.  That's the best way because they know when you screw up.  They see you screw up all the time.  They know you make all kinds of mistakes.  They just don't say it but they know it.  They just talk behind your back about it and so it's just better to admit it.  
With my kids, the greatest breakthroughs I've ever had with my kids, when they were teenagers, was when I would say:  I'm sorry.  I screwed up.  Will you forgive me?  When I would mess up as a dad … that would draw me closer to them and them closer to me.  There's no perfect earthly father.  There's only a perfect Heavenly Father, and when we admit it, it's powerful.  I've said so many times you can impress people with your successes but you influence people when you admit your weaknesses and your failures and your mistakes, and so don't hide from your humanness.  Jesus didn't hide from His humanness but when you take off the armor, you drop the masks, it's pretty scary isn't it?  
Or, have you ever tried to hide it and you just can't?  Those are good humbling times.  I've had so many of those times in my life, and God uses that.  God wants you to admit your humanness and not to hide from your humanness. 
I John 4:18 is really the answer because when I take the armor off there are times that I could be wounded, and I guarantee you when you take the armor off there will be times when you will be hurt.  There will be times when you’re wounded but it's the only way to go to a deeper level.  It's the only way to lead people.  It's the only way you lead from your heart or you don't lead at all.  I John 4:18 says:
“There is no room in love for fear.  Well-formed love banishes fear.  Since fear is crippling, a fearful life--fear of death, fear of judgment--is one not yet fully formed in love.”
Underline the phrase fear is crippling.  The fear of rejection is crippling.  It keeps you from risking revealing your heart, but love banishes fear.  See real love requires risk.  That's why God gave us the powerful thing called free will.  He created you to love you as an object of His love, but yet He gave you the power to reject Him.  If He created you like a puppet on a string or put a computer chip in your brain where you're programmed to love Him back, the world would be working pretty good right now; but God made you so He could love you and be in a love relationship with you.  And love is not love unless you have the power to reject that love, unless you have the free will to say no, and God gave us the free will.  John 1 says, He gave us the power to reject Him.  He gave us the power to curse His name.  He gave us the power to believe He doesn't exist.  He gave us the right to do that.  Why?  Because He wants you to love Him because you want to love Him because that's when it's love, not when you’re forced to love Him and He wants to be in a love relationship with you.  And so love is not love unless it risks rejection.  
And I have to admit the scariest thing you'll ever do in your life is to really risk revealing your heart and love.  That is the greatest risk you'll ever take is to drop the armor, reveal your heart and risk rejection, but it's the only way you can love.  It's the only way you can break through in communication.  It’s the only way you will truly find your voice. You've got to do that.  You've got to learn to risk.  
In the movie The Bucket List the character played by Jack Nicholson finds out he only has a few months to live and all his fears are gone.  He has nothing to lose now so he writes down his bucket list of all the crazy things he wants to do like drive a race car as fast as he can and not worry if he crashes.  Jump out of an airplane and try to pull the shoot at the last minute.  Kiss the prettiest girl in the world and don't care if she slaps him and he's embarrassed.  He writes all these things down.  He's not afraid of anything, but there's one thing that paralyzes him with fear and that is trying to reconnect with his adult daughter who he's been estranged from for years.  Finally, he goes to her house and he's just sweating bullets and he rings the doorbell and she comes to the door and she's surprised and he walks in and he awkwardly asks her to forgive him and then he very awkwardly gives her a hug and then a little girl runs up.   A little child runs up and gives him a hug and then a kiss and he finds out the girl is his granddaughter that he's never seen, never held, never been with and they all hug together.  And at the end of the movie you see him marking off his bucket list and he marks off, kiss the most beautiful girl in the world, because he finally gets what it's all about.  
You see the greatest risk, the scariest thing you'll ever do is really reveal your heart, ask someone for forgiveness that you've hurt, offer forgiveness to someone who's hurt you.  I mean the scariest thing you'll ever do is just admit you're hurt.  We don't like to admit we're hurt, that anyone can hurt us, but you have to reveal your heart.  That's what God did.  He revealed His heart to us.  So if I'm going to have a breakthrough, before I open my mouth I must open my heart. When I open my heart I find my true voice to be the message, to be the gospel to others. 
2.  MOVE INTO THEIR WORLD
And then the second thing is I have to move into their world.  That's what Jesus did.  It says The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  So God left the comfort of perfect Heaven.  He left His throne and His kingdom and perfect paradise and He came down to our broken, sin-sick world and He made His dwelling among us.  The scripture in The Message paraphrase says:  “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.”  I love that because He came right into our mess so that we could hear His message clearly, and if you want someone to hear your message of love, you've got to move right into their mess.  You've got to move right into the neighborhood and you've got to move into their world.  
One of the most powerful things that God taught me and God taught Chris in raising our kids is we had to get into their world.  You know that's one reason we used our house for all these Bible studies.  We used to have forty, fifty kids at our house, and our house was not built for that.  It just destroyed it, and it was awesome because there was one time I went up and I saw in one our sheet rock walls a big impression of a rear end and I said:  What in the world happened there?  And they said:  Oh we just accidentally threw John into the wall, and his rear went through the wall and I said:  I've got a butt imprint in my wall is what you're telling me?  And so, I mean over and over again.  It's like Saturday night I'm getting ready to preach on Sunday morning and we've got like twenty kids spending the night and it's just crazy and they're all going to go to church in the morning and we love that.  We love that because we want to get into their world, and we'll do whatever it takes to get into their world.  
You've got to move into their world to communicate with them.  I know so many parents who just like:  Well my kids will come over to where I'm at and do what I want to do.  Then I can really breakthrough.  No, they're not going to do that.  And that's the way it is in life.  God knew that so He came to us.  He didn't wait for us to work our way up to Him.  That wasn't going to happen. He came to us and He came to us right in the middle of our mess so that He could clearly communicate His message of love and hope and forgiveness.  Well I have to do a couple of things to really move into the neighborhood with the people in my life.  First listen, got to listen.  Proverbs 17:28 says:
“Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths shut, they seem intelligent.”
I've used this verse many times.  I've had so many meetings with people that I'm just like:  Oh, that guy’s my hero.  Or this person:  Oh, I've looked up to them my whole life, and so if you just shut up and you don't say anything, after the meeting they'll go:  Kerry, man it was great to have you here.  I mean you just really brought a lot to it.  Thank you so much.  You're really a pretty smart dude.  And it's like:  I didn't say a thing but it was awesome.  And I've used that many times.  Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent.  With their mouths shut they seem intelligent.  Memorize that this week.  Meditate on that this week.  The world would be a better place if you will follow through with that this week.  
And then use caller ID if you really want to breakthrough.  
First identify their needs.  Husbands, do you know what your wife’s deepest needs are?   Wife, do you know what your husband's deepest needs are?  Do you know what the needs of the people in your workplace are?  If you're a leader, if you're the boss, do you know what their deepest needs are?  Do you know them?  You have to listen.  We're always talking, rarely listening.  
And then discover their dreams.  Listening means you look into their eyes and see when their eyes light up.  What makes their eyes light up?  And some of you need to, right after the service, go home and some of you husbands need to say to your wife:   Honey, tell me your deepest dreams.  Tell me your deepest dreams and goals.  I want to help you fulfill them and then after she faints and you bring her back to with some smelling salts, she's going to love you for that.  
Do you know what the dreams and goals and hurts are of the people closest to you?  You've got to listen for that.  You've got to stop talking and listen.  If you're going to move into their world, you've got to listen.  
3.  SPEAK AND ACT IN GRACE AND TRUTH
But then the third thing if I want to find my voice is to speak and act in grace and truth.  It says:
“The Word … full of grace and truth.”
Christ communicated to us in a way that was full of grace and truth.  Many times as we communicate we're full of it but not full of grace and truth.  What is grace?  Grace is giving someone what they could never deserve and that's what God did for us.  He gave us something we could never deserve.  Salvation.  Heaven.   A free gift.  And so this week look to give grace to people.  Look to do acts of kindness for people.  If you want a breakthrough do acts of kindness and don't expect anything in return.  You see we're always loving someone with strings attached.  We've got our strings attached to love.  It's like:  I will love you if you'll love me back.  It's love with strings attached.  I will meet your needs if you meet my needs.  I'll scratch your back if you'll scratch my back.  If I do this, will I expect something in return?  When you love with no strings attached, you're loving like Jesus.  
We're going to do something really cool starting this week, guys.  I want you to take out of your program this little brown card and you'll see it's a small act of kindness makes a whole world of difference and you can just tear it and then you have three acts of kindness cards.  Three little acts of kindness and here's your homework assignment.  I want you, this week, to do an act of kindness for three people.  Three people.  Do an act of kindness, and I don't want you to do anything but just give them this card.  Okay?  You don't have to say a word, just give them this card.  It says a small act of kindness makes a world of difference.  It has our website they can go to if they’re interested in coming to the church, that's great.  But we just want to be the church to people.  We want to give grace to people because our church is all about grace and truth. We want to give them some grace and don't expect anything in return.  You might rake the leaves of someone's yard.  You might ask a neighbor if you can mow their lawn.  You might do what we do sometimes, we call junk food for Jesus where you are going through a drive thru, a fast food restaurant and you give this to the attendant and say I'm going to buy the meal for the person behind me.  Here's the money and would you just give them this card.  You know we get this thing going and it's just like:  Man all the fast food places around here are going:  What is going on here?  Mark Twain said: "Kindness is the language the blind can see and the deaf can hear." 
Imagine the response! It will be fun to see the response of one little card because of an act of kindness, because it cuts through and it screams in a world of selfishness.  It shouts in a sea of selfishness that God is grace and that's what we're all about in the body of Christ, His grace.  So you need to think of some creative things.  You can go on our website and write down some things that you did, maybe give some others some ideas but this week I want you to take these three acts of kindness cards and I want you just to give them away, Do an act of kindness and say:  Hey I love you and appreciate you and don't dare take any money for it.  Okay?  Just say it's because we love you.  You don't have to witness to them, share Christ with them or anything, just do an act of kindness.   Grace, something that they didn't earn or deserve because you didn't earn or deserve anything that God has given you.
Let’s saturate all of Houston with acts of kindness as we're representatives of Christ, giving grace to people.  
And then we give truth.  To really find your voice and be the message you've got to share the truth.  Patrick Lencioni in his book Five Dysfunctions of a Team says that very few workplaces share the truth because everyone is trying to be nice to each other and no one shares the truth.  Now they stab each other in the back, they gossip about each other, they share the truth behind each other's backs but they don't share the truth face to face.  And if you want to build trust you've got to learn to share the truth.  And so we have to learn to share the truth in our relationships.  That's one thing about Woodlands Church.  We will always share the truth.  I will always share the truth from God's word.  It may not be popular.  It may not be the in thing, but I'm going to share the truth.  We don't take polls about what's popular and you know what's winning.  We just want to share the truth, and the truth is in trouble today.  Words are powerful and they do mean a lot and God wants us to speak the truth, to tell the truth, because the truth sets you free.  But yet we need to speak it in love.  
I know people who say:  Well I just go around telling the truth.  I let the chips fall where they may.  You know, I just say the truth whether they like it or not and I always think:  No, you just have no tact.  You're just dumb.  That's what you are. Ephesians 4:15 says,
“Instead, speaking the truth I love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”  
Because you tell the truth in love, that's what it says, speaking the truth in love we will in all things grow up into Him who is the head that is Christ.  So you wrap it in love.  You never share the truth with someone to get it off your chest or to make you feel better.  It's always because you care about the relationship.  The reason why we don't share the truth a lot of times is because we don't care that much about a relationship.  It's like:  Oh it's going to take some conflict.  That's going to be trouble.  I don't know if I really want to share the truth.  That's selfishness.  You share the truth.  It gets you right in the mess doesn't it?  But it's because you care enough about the relationship to share the truth.  Because you want to go to a deeper level, but you do it in love.  Examine your motives before you share the truth.  Am I doing this because I'm really ticked?  Am I doing this to get this off my chest?  Am I doing this because I really care about this person and I want to go to a deeper level in this relationship?  Motives are everything, more important than the words.
4.  CALL ON CHRIST BEFORE I SPEAK
But then there's a fourth thing.  If I’m going to find my voice I must call on Christ to give me the right words.  To find your voice, you have to stop talking!  You have to stop talking long enough to hear God’s divine whisper.  Call on Christ before I speak.  Call on Christ before I say the words so that He can give me the right words.  It says:
“We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only, who came from the Father …”
Jesus was connected to His Father.  That's how He could connect with us with His life message, and if we connect to Christ then He's going to show us and give us the words to say when it's time to speak.  Jesus said that He only spoke the words that He heard the Father saying.  Our voice can become a Divine echo as we speak the words that Jesus gives us to say. 
I do this all the time.  Of course I do it every week about the message.  God give me the words to say.  I need you as I study and prepare.  But before a conversation, sometimes before just an informal conversation, many times when I'm with my family I'll just say:  God show me the words to say to my kids right now.  Give me the words so I can be the Dad they need.  God give me the words for Chris and especially when it’s a difficult conversation.  God I need your wisdom.  Give me your words.  Speak through me in this what you want to say.  I need you.  
Do you know God has a phone number?  Write God's phone number down.  This is really cool that you get God's phone number right now.  It's JER333.  Write that down.  JER333.  I know it's kind of corny but you'll never forget.  JER333.  It's Jeremiah 33:3:
“Call to Me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”
Hey, there's a lot I don't know.  I don't know sometimes how to really breakthrough in a relationship.  Sometimes I'm clueless as to how to connect with my kids.  Sometimes I just don't get it when I'm trying to connect with Chris.  Sometimes I'm clueless as I'm trying to lead the church and to really share what God has placed on my heart and I don't know how to get it through but I can call to him, JER333, Jeremiah 33:3.  It says call to me and I will answer you and you can do a 911 call if you want, an emergency call and He'll answer but He wants you to talk to him every day, connect with Him every day.  Call to me.  I want to challenge you to find your unique voice.  In our Be the Message series we want to help you do that.  You can experience God in a personal and intimate way that will change your life.  Last weekend so many accepted that challenge and I want to challenge you to join them and find your unique life message, your voice that God will use to speak to a lost and hurting world.  Here’s how:
My Be the Message Challenge:
· Read a chapter a day in Be the Message.
· Practice The Divine Whisper at the end of each chapter. 
· Complete the section, Love the One in Front of You, at the end of each chapter to apply what you’re learning.
· Join a small group and share my experiences in learning to be the message with others.  (small group sign up in the bulletin)
Let's bow together. 
Lord, we call on you right now and we ask you to show us great and unsearchable things we don't know, great and unsearchable things about the decisions that you want us to make, great and unsearchable things about our relationships, great and unsearchable things about the words you want us to say, the actions you want us to take so that our life message can speak grace and truth.  Fill us up with your Holy Spirit so we can be full of grace and truth this week, and I pray for those who really need a breakthrough Lord, that they would just call on you to break through the static and you would work a miracle and you would just give them words to say. Help them to find their voice and the actions to take.  Bring about a great breakthrough in their lives for your glory.  Bring about breakthroughs all over our community as we become bearers of grace and truth.  Thank you for your grace Jesus that you gave us on the cross, and I pray for those who have never received you that right now they would say:  Dear Jesus Christ, come into my life.  Forgive me of my sins.  I accept your grace.  I don't deserve Heaven but I accept it.  I accept your free gift of grace and I ask you to be the Lord of my life.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  
Series:  Be the Message
Part 2:  Finding Your Voice
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