
ACTIVATING YOUR MISSION
Part 5 of Series:  Be the Message

Pastor Kerry Shook
“When the Lord saw that He had caught Moses’ attention, God called to him from the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ ‘Here I am!’ Moses replied.”  
Ex. 3:4 (NLT)

1.  EMBRACE GOD’S CALLING
“So I have come to rescue them … and lead them out of Egypt into their own good and spacious land. Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You will lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
Ex. 3:8,10 (NLT)

I’m called to influence
2.  STOP GIVING GOD EXCUSES
· Excuse #1

“But Moses pleaded with the Lord, ‘O Lord, I’m just not a good speaker…. I’m clumsy with words.” 



Ex. 4:10 (NLT)

“I have too many faults.”

· Excuse #2

“Moses answered, ‘What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear to you'?"


 Ex. 4:1 (NIV)

“What will people think?”

· Excuse #3

“But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I, that I should go? …  God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’” 





Ex. 3:11, 14 (NIV)

“I’m not spiritual enough.”

· Excuse #4

“But Moses said, ‘O Lord, please send someone else to do it.’" 









Ex. 4:13 (NIV)

“I’ll sit this one out and let someone else do it.”

3.  GIVE GOD WHAT I’M HOLDING ON TO
“Then the LORD said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’ ‘A staff,’ he replied. The LORD said, ‘Throw it on the ground.’”

 Ex. 4:2-3 (NIV)
“So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand.”





 Ex. 4:4b (NIV)
Suggested Preparation:
· Have a robe and staff to personify the character of Moses
ACTIVATING YOUR MISSION
Part 5 of Series:  Be the Message

Pastor Kerry Shook
The thing I love about the Bible is it always tells you the flat-out truth about its heroes – the good, bad and the ugly.  I mean, there’s no spin whatsoever.  It tells you about all the great things they did.  It also tells you about all their faults and failures.  That’s why it always amazes me how when we as Christians today think about the heroes of the Bible in the past, we always think they were completely different from us, and we always think that they must have had super faith and unbelievable talent and that’s why God used them the way He did.  But, the truth of the matter is, they were just like you and me – ordinary people.  But, they realized that they had an extraordinary God, and we have the same extraordinary God, and He wants to use us, and that’s why we’ve been in this series, Be the Message because God designed that the Good News would take on flesh, your flesh and mine so that our lives would communicate His love, just as the Word became flesh and blood and moved out into the neighborhood, so today, God is communicating His Word through our lives.  You and I are the message.   As we wrap of this series today, I’m going to sort of get into the character of one of these Bible heroes and express what I think he may have been feeling during the time that God was using him to be the message in his day because I’m sure his feelings were the same as ours would be today.  He had the same insecurities and fears and the same feelings that you and I have when God uses us, and so today I’m going to be in character for a little while of Moses, and as I studied Moses, realized I had a lot in common with Moses because God had called Moses to make a difference, but Moses felt very insecure and he felt very weak at times, and that’s the way I feel at times.  When God wants to use me in a great way, I also feel insecure.  But, today we’re going to learn how God has a great plan for your life, and God has a great plan for my life, and He wants to use you to be the message just the way He did Moses.  From Moses’ experience we will learn how to active our mission in the world today
(Put on a Biblical looking robe with a staff to get in character for Moses.)
Well, this stick is the whole story – this shepherd staff.  The story of my life could really be titled what God can do with a crooked stick, but we’ll get to that later because the reason why I’m here is to clear up the misconceptions all throughout history about what I was like.  I mean, when you think of Moses, you think of Charlton Heston and The Ten Commandments.  Am I right?  I wasn’t nearly so dramatic.  In fact, you probably think I was this super spiritual, extraordinarily talented, fearless leader who always knew exactly what to do.   And if you think that, you haven’t read Scripture very closely because there were times when I had no clue what to do next.  There were times I was completely discouraged and I felt like giving up.  There were times when I got so angry at the people I was leading that I blew up and went off on them.  And there were times, though I hate to admit it, where I doubted God.  What I’m saying is, I was an ordinary guy.  I was no different from you.  But, if God could use me to be His message and lead the people out of slavery after hundreds of years in bondage, than God can use you.  The same God can use you to do something extraordinary in this day.  Hey, I knew at an early age God had a special call on my life.  But, I really believe that God has a special call on all of our lives.  Regardless of the circumstances of your birth, you’re not an accident.  God planned you, and then God put a special call on your life, and you know it in the depths of your soul.  He wants you to be the message of His deliverance and grace to a world that is in slavery to sin, bound by hurts and habits and hang ups.  Hey, from an early age I knew that God had placed a special call on my life, and I knew it in the depths of my soul.  Now we all have different callings, but in a way we all have the same basic calling, and that’s to follow Him – to follow the God who created us.  Now I was called to deliver the people from slavery, and maybe right now you’re delivering sales presentations or maybe you’re delivering pizza.  I don’t know.  But, it doesn’t matter because your real call is the same as my call, and that’s to follow Him – that’s to follow God wholeheartedly, and that’s the only thing I’ve found that ever brought me fulfillment.  Well, you know my story.  I was born a Hebrew slave, and through divine providence I was raised in the palace of Pharaoh.  I became the Prince of Egypt.  But every time I saw my Hebrew brothers and what they were going through, how they were mistreated as slaves – it literally made me sick.  It kept me awake at night, and I knew that God had called me to deliver my people.  I knew that God was going to do something great in my life.  Looking back on it now, I realize I was pretty proud.  I was the Prince of Egypt.   It just made sense that God would use me.  I had power.  God was going to use me to be the deliverer because God was really blessed that I was on His team.  God was really fortunate to have me on His side.  And as I look back on it I realize I had a lot of pride.  I felt like I could help God out.  And some of you today feel like you can help God out, that God’s really fortunate to have you on His team.  But, I’ll tell you this.  You’ll learn the hard way, the way I learned the hard way.  God doesn’t need any of us.  Now fortunately he chooses to use us for our own sake.  One day I saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave, and I took matters into my own hands.  I was going to help God out.  I knew God had called me to be the deliverer, and I was going to start delivering, and I killed the Egyptian slave master, and of course everyone found out about it.  I had to run for my life from Pharaoh.  I ran as far into the desert as I could go, and it was there in the desert that it finally all sank in.  Hey, I had lost everything.  I had lost my dream.  I had lost my wealth.  I had lost my position as Prince of Egypt.  In fact, I was just wandering around the desert tending sheep, and that’s where I found this.  It’s just an old crooked stick, and I took it and I carved it up and made it a staff, and it became my most valued possession – really one of my only possessions.  It sort of became my security blanket there in the desert – to protect the sheep, to protect me.  I carried it with me everywhere I went.  You see it was there in the desert I realized I had lost everything including my pride.  I couldn’t say it then, but when I look back on it now, I realize I wouldn’t trade that desert experience for anything in the world.  It was the best thing that ever happened to me.  It was exactly what had to happen to me so God could get me ready to do what He wanted to do in my life.  At the time, though, I’ve got to admit I’d given up on God ever using me.  I thought I’d blown it.  There were times in the desert I felt like God was a million miles away, and some you right now – you’re in the desert.  I know it, and you feel like God is a million miles away.  And maybe you doubt if God is real at all.  I have to be totally honest.  There were times in the desert where I wondered if there was a God because I knew He didn’t know where I was.  He’d forgotten all about me.  He would never use me again, and maybe that’s exactly the way you’re feeling today.  I want you to know, though, that God met me in the desert, and the same God who met me in the desert wants to meet you today.  And maybe you feel like you’re in the desert, and God feels like He’s a million miles away, but He’s right here.  I’ll never forget the day that God met me in the desert.  Nothing in my life was ever the same again.  It was my burning bush experience and I really believe today is your burning bush experience.  The same God who met me in the burning bush there in the desert wants to meet you today, and I believe nothing in your life will ever be the same.

(Remove the robe to get out of character) Thank you, Moses, and now I want us to look at Exodus 3:4 in your Bibles, and would you stand and let’s read it out loud. “When the Lord saw that He had caught Moses’ attention, God called to him from the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’  ‘Here I am !’Moses replied.”
Lord, here we are, and I know you’re right here as well.  Lord, I pray that we would meet you today in such a way that it would be like the burning bush experience that Moses had, that we would realize the God who created us, that you are right here and that you planned us before we were even born, and then you put a special call in our lives that beats with every heart beat, a special call that many times we push to the side and we don’t walk into our destiny.  But, I pray that today you would meet us in such a way that we would encounter you in such a way that would forever change our lives, and we would walk into our destiny that you have for us for it’s in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

You can be seated.

Now would that get your attention – God speaking to you through a burning bush?  It would get my attention.  Well, it got Moses’ attention.  But notice God called Moses by his name.  God was saying Moses I still know your name.  I still have your number.  I know where you are.  I came with you out to the desert. I’ve been with you every step of the way.  Even though you haven’t felt me, I’ve always been here, and I have a personal and purposeful plan for your life.  And, God knows your name.  He knows where you are.  He knows what you’re going through, and He has a personal and purposeful plan for your life.  But, there are three steps that I have to take to step into my destiny, and activate your mission – the same three steps that Moses took after he met God at the burning bush to step into His destiny and activate his mission.  
1. Embrace God’s Calling 
First I have to embrace my calling.  I embrace God’s calling on my life.  Look at what God’s call was for Moses in Exodus 3:8.  “So I have come to rescue them…and lead them out of Egypt into their own good and spacious land.  Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh.  You will lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  Underline that phrase good and spacious land.   God wanted to expand the Israelites’ land because the land was a symbol of their influence in the world, and God wants to expand your land.  He wants to expand your influence and opportunity and blessing to make a difference in the lives of others.  Because, what I’m called to first and foremost is influence.  I’m called to influence and you’re called to influence others for Jesus Christ, and God wants to expand your influence if you’ll use it for Him and His purposes.  I’m called to influence.  We’re not called to affluence.  We’re called to influence.  Now, there’s nothing wrong with being affluent.  There’s nothing wrong with God blessing you.  But, God blesses you to bless others.  We’re blessed to be a blessing.  So, if you have affluence, you’re to use that affluence to influence others to Jesus Christ.  Our basic calling is a calling to influence.  I’m not called to impress people; I’m called to influence people.  We impress people with image.  We influence people with integrity, and that was the secret to Moses.  He realized that his call was to influence and to lead the people through influencing them.  But, he didn’t feel like he was good enough at the time.  He didn’t feel like God would ever use Him again, and maybe that’s the way you feel right now.  Some of you are probably thinking - Kerry I don’t have any influence.  You don’t realize that every one of us has this sphere of influence.  If you’re a Dad, you have powerful influence in the lives of your children.  If you’re a Mom, you have powerful influence in the lives of your children.  Every one of us has this sphere of influence, and God’s watching us in what I call a stewardship of influence.  God’s watching to see how I use influence, and if I use my influence to make a difference in the lives of others, then God wants to expand my land, my influence and opportunity so I can keep making a difference in the lives of others.  But, if I use my influence for myself, then why would God want to expand my land?  You see, God really wants to expand your influence.  He wants to expand your land, and He’s watching you right now to see how you use the influence He’s already given you.  Do you even understand you do have influence – that everyday you’re influencing someone – for good or bad?   Do you understand that influence?  When you begin to understand that, you understand that God has called you to influence, and He wants to expand that influence.  We need to really get a hold of the stewardship aspect of influence.  That’s the most important thing.  It’s more important than money.  It’s more important than time, even – the influence that God has given us.  So I have to embrace that calling.  God wants to expand your influence.

2. Stop Giving God Excuses 
And then, secondly, I have to stop giving God excuses.  When we realize that God has called us to step into our destiny and influence others for Him, usually the first thing we do is what Moses did.  We make excuses, and Moses was really good at it.  He had a whole list.  Look at excuse number one in Exodus 4:10.  “But Moses pleaded with the Lord, ‘O Lord, I’m just not a good speaker….  I’m clumsy with words.’”  Now, this is the excuse that we give God many times that I call the “I have too many faults” excuse.  God, you don’t want to use me. I’ve got too many problems in my life right now.  God, you don’t want to use me.  I’ve got too many faults.  God, you don’t want to use me.  I’m not talented enough.  God, I’ve got faults and problems and failures.  You don’t want to use me.  And Moses said – God you’ve got the wrong guy.  I don’t speak very well.  I’m clumsy with words. 

I saw a survey recently, and they found the number one fear of Americans is the fear of public speaking.  It outranks the fear of death.  What that’s saying is if I came up to you after the service and I said I need you to preach for me at all the services next weekend in front of thousands of people, you would probably freak out.  Some of you would be scared to death.  Some of you would rather die than do that.  And then I know that there are a few of you that go – hey, I’m in.  I’m ready to do it right now.  I’m looking forward to this opportunity for a long time.  You scare me, a lot, and I know who you are!  I know you’re out there.  I hear that, too.  You know, I think God always calls us to do things we can’t do in and of our own strength, so we have to depend on Him.  God always calls us to step out of our comfort zone, and when we do, He gets the credit because He strengthens us to do things that we normally couldn’t do in and of our own strength.  But, hey, Moses – he gave an excuse that we often given.  But, then he wasn’t through yet.  He gave another excuse

Excuse #2

Exodus 4:1 “Moses answered, ‘What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you?’”  Now, this is the excuse that when you really boil it all down it’s the “what will people think” excuse.  We don’t say it to God like that because you know, He won’t accept that because we know it’s not good to care what people think, but that’s really what it is.  It’s - if I surrender to Christ, what will they think about me at work?  If I really do what God wants me to do, what will they think about me at school?  What about my reputation?  And many a person has failed to walk into their destiny because they’re worried about what others think about them.  When you lose the fear of people, you gain your destiny.  It’s as simple as that.  But until you lose the fear of people, you will never walk in the plan that God has for you.

Excuse #3                               
Well, then excuse number three.  I mean, Moses just keeps going.  Exodus 3:11 “But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I, that I should go?’ … God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’”  Moses uses the old false humility excuse.  This is the one we give God a lot because we think God is going to buy this one.  I mean we don’t just say – God, what will people think? – because we know He’s not going to buy that.  We know that’s not spiritual.  But, we use the old “I’m not spiritual enough” because we think God’s going to buy that.  We think that that’s the spiritual thing to say.   We think – God, there’s someone out there that is so much more spiritual – and it’s not about me at all, God.  It’s all about you.  I’m just a weak Christian.  I’m just weak, and I can’t do anything.  I can’t do anything.  I’m just a poor little Christian.  God, it’s not about me.  It’s all about you, God, so I know you don’t want to use me.  Pick someone else who’s more deserving.  And God says – that’s just false humility.  That makes God sick, pretty much.  And, that’s what it is.  It’s false humility.  It’s really saying – God, let me give you this spiritual excuse that I’m so humble so I can get off the hook.  And God says – you got it all wrong.  He said to Moses – you’ve got the wrong focus, Moses.  You need to change your focus.  You’re asking the wrong questions.  You’re saying the wrong things.  Moses was saying – who am I.  And God says – Moses, it’s not about who you are.  It’s about who I am.  And when I say – who am I God?  -  I’m just a small pawn in the great game of life.   Who am I, God?  God says – it’s not about who you are.  It’s about who I am.  And, we can’t do anything apart from Christ, the Bible says.  But, we have Christ.  We have Him, so don’t focus on that.  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  I need to focus on that.  Too many times we focus on what we can’t do without Christ, but we need to focus on what we can do with Christ because we have Him.  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  God was saying to Moses – change your focus.  But, who am I, lord?   God says – I don’t want to hear that anymore.  It’s not about who you are.  It’s about who I am, and I have a destiny – I have a plan for your life, and I want you to step up and walk into it because you can do all things through Me who strengthens you.  So, I have to change my focus.

Excuse #4 
Well, Moses thought up another one pretty quickly.  He’s just like us.  He keeps thinking of these excuses over and over again.  Excuse number four. Exodus 4:13 “But Moses said, ‘O Lord, please send someone else to do it.’”  This is the classic “I’ll sit this one out and let someone else do it” excuse that we give God a lot.  Authenticity and action go together.  They’re two sides of the same coin.  If you faith is authentic and genuine, then it will lead you to action.  Authentic faith always activates it’s mission.  It acts in obedience to God’s call.  The trouble is we  use church to excuse our ourselves.  We say, I’ll let someone else do it this time.  And the bigger the church is the easier it is to hide.  It’s easy to use this excuse and say I’ll just sit this one out and let someone else serve.  I’ll sit this one out and let someone else give.  I’ll sit this one out and let someone else get involved.  It’s real easy to hide in large church, wouldn’t you agree?    Don’t be one of the few who says I’m going to sit this one out.  You know, sometimes people come into our church and say - hey, that’s a large place.  They really don’t need me down there.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  We need everyone – every single one participating.  The church needs you.  But, secondly, not only does the church need you, you miss out on the blessing.  If you sit it out, you miss out on the blessing.   Blessing after blessing….  Miracle after miracle takes place in your life when you really get in the game, when you really say – I’m part of this.  And I can’t imagine coming to the church and being blessed and God working  in your life and maybe your kids growing up in the children’s ministry and being blessed and God working in their lives and then saying – I’m just going to sit this one out and let someone else do it.  Isn’t that freeloading?  I just think it is so important for all of us to be a part.  Well, Moses made those excuses and then it says God’s anger burned against Moses.  That last excuse – I’ll sit this one out – just ticked God off.  God had had enough, and He said - Moses, who made your mouth?  Who gives you everything you have?  Moses, it is me, and I can do what I want to do in your life.  Now just stop making excuses.  So, I have to first embrace my calling and then secondly I have to stop making excuses.

3. Give God What I’m Holding On To
And then I can move to the third thing – give God what I’m holding on to.  Give God what I’m holding on to.   And, I want to have Moses come back and share with you what were maybe some of his feelings there at the burning bush.

Well, God asked me that all important question, and it’s the question that He asked you today.  What’s that in your hand?  That’s what He asked me.  Look at it with me in Exodus 4.  “Then the Lord said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’  ‘A staff,’ he replied.  The Lord said, ‘Throw it on the ground.’”  Hey, I’ve got to admit, God caught me completely off guard with that question.  When He first asked it – what’s in your hand? – I thought, nothing.  There’s nothing – oh, you mean this?  This shepherd’s staff?  This old crooked stick?  I mean, God, this is not big deal.   And God said, if it’s no big deal, throw it on the ground.  I think He looked right past my words and right into my heart.  He knew it was a big deal.  And then I said no, God, not this.  I mean this is all I’ve got left.  It’s just an old shepherd’s staff, and I carry it with me everywhere.  I’ve don’t have a lot.  This is one of my few possessions, and this is my most prized possession, and I need it everywhere I go.  I always have it with me.  I use it in my job tending sheep.  Lord, it’s no big deal to you.  I need this.  Every man needs something to call his own.  Why would you want this?  God kept telling me – Moses, throw it down.  Give it to me.  If it’s no big deal, then give it to me.  And that’s exactly what He asked you today.  I can tell you that He’s asking you that today.  I don’t know everything about you, but I know one thing God’s doing right now in your life.  He’s asking you, in your spirit, what’s that in your hand.  What’s that in your hand that you are holding on to too tightly?  Is it a business?  What’s that you’re trying to control?  Is it your finances?  What’s that that’s in your hand?  Is it a relationship?  Is it your reputation?  What are you holding on to too tightly?   Is it a prized possession?  If you hold on to something too tightly, no matter how good it is, it starts controlling you.  What is it you are trying to control today?  That’s what God asked me, and that’s what He’s asking you.  What’s that in your hand?  And see, I learned something very important that when I threw that staff down, I learned I could trust God.  The reason why God was asking me what was in my hand when I thought I didn’t have anything is because God wanted me to know that I could trust Him with everything, and He was asking for my all, and when I finally threw it down, I realized God was trying to get me to trust Him.  Don’t you think you can trust God with your family?  Don’t you think you can trust God with your possessions?  Don’t you think you can trust God with your business?  Don’t you think you can trust God with your dream?  And, what I found was, when you throw something down and you give it to God, then He takes the ego and the selfishness out of it and all the stuff that shouldn’t be there, and He gives it back to you so you can use it to walk into your destiny.  And sometimes He takes it away for good, but it’s only for your good because when you’re holding something that’s not the best, God can’t give you His best.  Your hands are full, and you’ve got to let go.  And I finally – and it was a struggle….  You may not think this stick wasn’t worth much, but to me it was my security blanket.  It was everything, and finally, I let go.  And, it turned into a snake!  Things got worse, and I took off.  I mean, I got out of there.  It was natural instinct, I guess.  No way was I going to hang around a poisonous snake.  Maybe I’m like Indiana Jones.  I don’t know.  But, I hate snakes.  But eventually I came back, so give me credit.  I came back.  Now fortunately, Scripture doesn’t tell you how long it took me to come back, and we won’t go into that, but I came back, and I came back and God said to me – Moses, just pick it up by the tail.  And, that’s when I thought - God, why?  You created snakes.  You know that this is a poisonous snake.  You know that if I pick it up by the tail it’s going to turn around.  It’s going to bite me.  I’m going to die right here in the desert.  And then it hit me.  It’s better to die out here in the desert right now than wander another forty years in a purposeless existence where I’m just sleepwalking through life, where I’m not really living.  And then it hit me.  I’ve got nothing to lose, really, and I don’t know how I did it.  I guess God just gave me the strength at that moment.  But, I reached down and I picked it up, and what I did – well, just let me read it to you.  It says in Exodus 4:4   “So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand.”  When I picked it up, it turned back into a staff.  But, it was no longer just an old crooked stick.  It was no longer a shepherd’s staff. Hey, it looked just the same, but it turned from a shepherd’s staff into the rod of God, and I’ve learned that when you lay things at God’s feet, He takes out all the things that shouldn’t be there, and He gives it back to you in a way that’s powerful so that you can use it to influence and to walk into your destiny.  And it was this very stick that became the rod of God – the rod that I’ve touched the Nile River with and it turned to blood; the rod of God that I held up over the Egyptians and they were defeated; the rod of God that I used to strike the rock and the water flowed; the rod of God that I used to hold up and the Red Sea parted.  This old crooked stick turned into the very rod of God.  This is my story.  That’s the story of how God can use a crooked stick, and that’s the story of how God can use an ordinary person.  So the real question today is – what’s that in your hand?  What are you trying to control?   Give it to God. He cares so much about you – more than you’ll ever know.  He wants your good more than you want your own good.  You can trust Him with it.  He knows what’s best.  He’s the one that planned your destiny, and He’s the one that put into every heartbeat that you have, and you know it in the depths of your soul to let go.  Just let go and throw it down.

I want our music team to come up here right now because I want you to think about that question that Moses leaves us with.  What is that in your hand?  What is that in your hand?  And the same God that met Moses at the burning bush is here today, and we’ve heard from Moses.  We’ve heard from God’s Word, and I want us to hear from our music team as they really share the story and song.  And, as they share this, I want you to ask yourself – what’s in my hand?  What am I controlling?  What am I holding on to?  In your heart, just give it to God.  Say, God I know you know what’s best for me.  I give it to you.  Hard as it is, I give it to you because I know that I can trust you.   Just listen to the words of this song and let it speak to your heart.
Moses said – Lord, who should I say is sending me?  And God said - tell them that my name is I AM.  I AM is sending you.  I love that.  God was saying – it’s not I will or I was, but it is I AM.  God’s not only a first person God, but He’s also a present tense God.  He was saying – Moses, I AM whatever you need.  And today, He says to you – I AM whatever you need now, present tense.  So, do you have a need?  God says – I AM your provision, now.  Are you stressed out?  God says – I AM your peace now.  I AM whatever you need.  Are you confused?  God says – I AM your purpose now.   God says – I AM whatever you need.  So, what do you need?  He’s the great I AM.  

Lord, we thank you that you’re here right now, just as you were there with Moses at the burning bush.  You are the same God, and you want to do great things in our lives, so I pray right now in this moment that we would realize that.  Lord, we want to step into the destiny that you’ve called us to.  But, Lord, we have needs.  You know that we’re not perfect, and you know that we have faults, and you know that we don’t feel like we’re strong enough, but it doesn’t matter because it’s not who I am.   It’s who you are.  It’s not who we are.  It’s who you are, and you are whatever we need.  You are the great I AM, and I pray right now for every person here that you would help us to just lay down at your feet everything that is precious to us knowing that we can trust you with it.  And the problems, Lord, that we carried in here that we would give them to you.  And I know some here today are so burdened down.  Lord, they walked in here just tired and worn out because they’ve been carrying these burdens that they were never meant to carry, and I pray today that they would be able to lay it down and realize you’re big enough to hold it.  You’re big enough to take care of it. You’re big enough to hold them up, and I pray Lord, that you would meet needs all over this place today.  Just bless, and let us know how much you love us.  And I pray for those who have never received you – they would say – Jesus, come into my life.  Today is my burning bush experience.  Forgive me of all of my sins, and be the Lord of my life from now on.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.                                       
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