
DEVELOPING YOUR CHARACTER
Part 4 of Series:  Be the Message
Pastor Kerry Shook

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. 5:3-10 (NIV)
Character to Be the Message Comes Through:
1. HUMILITY
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  
Vs. 3
· Humility lifts my stress
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” 


1 Pet. 5:6-7 (NIV)

· Humility fills me with strength
“… God gives strength to the humble but sets Himself against the proud and haughty.” 
James 4:6 (LB)

"You're blessed when you're at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule.” 
Matt. 5:3 (MSG)

2. BROKENNESS
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
Vs. 4

· Brokenness reveals brilliance
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 
2 Cor. 4:7 (NIV)

· Brokenness leads to blessedness
“Blessed are those who mourn, ….”

3. UNSELFISH SERVICE
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” 
Vs. 5
· Umbrella of protection
“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.” 
Rom. 13:1-2 (NIV)
· Umbrella of preparation
“Jesus got them together to settle things down. ‘You've observed how godless rulers throw their weight around,’ He said, ‘and when people get a little power how quickly it goes to their heads.  It's not going to be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a servant. Whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. That is what the Son of Man has done: He came to serve, not to be served—and then to give away His life in exchange for many who are held hostage.’" 
Mark 10:42-45 (MSG)
· Umbrella of provision
“… for they will inherit the earth.”
Suggested Preparation:
· Have balloons you can inflate with an air compressor and a helium tank to illustrate the difference of what is on the inside to its impact on the outside.  Breathing the same air on the outside in causes the balloon to drop, but inflating it with helium gives it lift.

· Display a cracked vase to illustrate the value of brokenness in our lives and the tendency we have to hide the cracks in our lives.
DEVELOPING YOUR CHARACTER
Part 4 of Series:  Be the Message
Pastor Kerry Shook

We’re in a series that I’m calling “Be the Message” as we are looking at what the Bible has to say about authentic faith and action.  There’s a great disconnect between the two today.  I call it a “character crisis.”  That’s why the world would rather see a sermon than hear one.  We’ve often substituted image for integrity.  But, like it or not your life is a message.  My life is a message.  Christian or not, we convey a message to those around us simply by the way we live.  It’s a message that our friends and family hear loud and clear.  It’s a message that strangers can see from afar.  It’s a message that comes from the core of who we are.  We express it through the everyday actions we take and the choices we make. At the heart of it is a character crisis.  Not long ago we all saw that played out in the news in the life of a guy who was experiencing his own character crisis and it made the headlines far too often, for all the wrong reasons.  You may remember his best by the expression “Duh- Winning!”  Remember Charlie Sheen?     

Now Charlie Sheen was the highest paid actor in television, bringing in around 2 million dollars per episode for his role in the hit TV sitcom Two and a Half Men, but CBS finally fired Sheen after a series well-publicized drug binges involving porn stars and prostitutes that turned violent, and that’s when the media tour and all the craziness really got started.  Sheen went on every television show and went to every media outlet that would take him, and he stated that he had cured himself from drug abuse and addiction instantly with his own brilliant mind.  He said a lot of other unique things.  When asked if he was still addicted, he said the only thing I’m addicted to right now is winning, and then he said this ... I am on a drug, it’s called Charlie Sheen.  It’s not available, because if you try it you will die.  Your face will melt off and your children will weep over your exploded body.  Really deep stuff like that he said that went all over the twittosphere, and then asked why he didn’t get back to rehab, he said this ... AA was written for normal people, people that aren’t special, people that don’t have tiger blood and his DNA.  I think tigers around the world were offended that he brought them into it.  And then they asked why are you so  quotable, and he said, I’m grandiose, because I live a grandiose life, I’m not aw shucks, because I’m gnarly.  And I hadn’t heard the world gnarly since the late 80s, but he’s literally single-handedly brought it back.  And then his favorite phrase that he says all the time is ‘Duh Winning’, which everyone is sick and tired of hearing that.  But Charlie Sheen now has become a pop culture phenomenon as he set a Guinness Book of World Records for the fastest to ever reach 1 million followers on Twitter.  He did it in about 24 hours, and now he brings his narcissistic, 80s diatribe to every major city in the country with what he’s calling his Torpedo of Truth Tour.  It started in Detroit with over 5,000 people in a packed house, and apparently it was torpedoed, because only several hundred remained at the end of the night.  It was just bad, apparently.  So it’s already getting a little bit torpedoed.  Now my whole goal is not to bash Charlie Sheen.  That would be just far too easy in this message.  Charlie Sheen is just saying a megaphone what our culture whispers to us each and every day in a more subtle but dangerous way.  Our culture is always whispering winning is all about looking out for number one.  Live for yourself.  Do whatever you feel like.  Win at all costs.  Character doesn’t matter.  Don’t let anybody tell you what to do.  Our culture is constantly whispering those messages.  Charlie Sheen is just saying the same thing with a megaphone today. 
 Well, Jesus Christ brought His Torpedo of Truth Tour to this earth, and He stood on a hillside next to the Sea of Galilee, and He preached the greatest message that’s ever been preached.  We call it the Sermon on the Mount, and the most famous part of the Sermon on the Mount is The Beatitudes, and in The Beatitudes Jesus torpedoed the lies that our culture feeds us about what real winning is and the importance of character.  Jesus gives eight powerful descriptions of character that matter and shapes our attitude to have a life message consistent with what we believe. Now the word beatitude simply means blessed, and in The Beatitudes we see the kind of life that God blesses.  So open your Bibles to Matthew 5, beginning with verse 3, and we’re going to look at the greatest sermon ever preached, and would you stand in honor of God’s word.  We do that in order to remind us.  It’s kind of a symbol to remind us that God’s word is the only thing that can change our lives. I mean, I can tell you some funny stories and make you laugh.  I can tell you some sad stories to make you cry, but I can’t change your life.  Only God’s word can change your life, and all I’ve done at Woodlands Church over the last 18 years is just teach God’s word in a practical, relevant way, because God’s word was written, not to increase your knowledge, but to change your life, and it has power in these words, and you’ll live your life based either on what the word says or what the world says, and we’re going to look at what Jesus said, and it goes completely against the grain of our culture today ... just the opposite.  So let’s read it out loud together. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Dear God, I thank You for this message, and as You spoke this message, it rang out all over the hillside, and it rings out today all over our culture, and it’s a torpedo of truth that really cuts through the lies that we hear whispered to us each and every day.  And I pray that we would allow it into our hearts today in such a way that it would change us forever, that we would just allow You to really open up our minds to the truth, because over time, Lord, it’s just so easy to let all of the toxins of our culture into our system, and it starts affecting the way we live, and before we know it, we’re not really living the life You’ve called us to, the life that You bless.  So I pray that at the end of this message that You would just help us understand this, put it into our lives in such a way that when we leave this place we will live differently.  That we will be the message you want us to communicate to our world today.  For it’s in Jesus’ Name that we pray.  Amen.  (You can be seated.)

You know, I’ve got some gnarly props up here today to really get this message across so that you will not forget it, and I want to start with some balloons, because I have up here an air compressor, and this air compressor is really just putting out air, the same air that you’re breathing in the atmosphere.  So the air that’s inside this balloon is really the same air that you and I are breathing in right now.  So the air inside the balloon is the same as the air outside the balloon, and what that means is, because the air inside the balloon is no different from the air outside the balloon, then this balloon can’t soar, unless you hit it and keep it going if you want, but I wouldn’t do that, though, because this is not a ballgame folks.  I can tell this is not going to go well.  So....can somebody just pop this?  (I’ll pop it).  Yeah, thank you.  No, don’t throw it back to me.  It will come right back to you, sir.  It always lands on people the Lord wants to double tithe that day, and so that was my prayer.  Now it’ll definitely come back to me now, that’s for sure.
You know, if the air inside the balloon is the same as the air outside the balloon, it can’t soar.  And Jesus was saying in The Beatitudes, if you want to sore in life, what’s on the inside of your life has to be completely different than the atmosphere on the outside of your life.  You can’t breathe in the toxins of our culture and expect to soar in life.  You’ll live your life either based on what the word says or what the world says, and really, Jesus in The Beatitudes told us what winning is all about and how to live a life of character consistent with what we believe.  In fact, let me illustrate it again, because I have some helium up here.  This is a helium tank, and as you know helium is lighter than air, so you know that the helium inside this balloon is different from the air outside the balloon, so that means that because of what’s on the inside is completely different than what’s on the outside, this balloon has lift.  This balloon will soar.  This balloon will be stuck on the ceiling for the next five years, but ... Jesus was saying (and I did that illustration so you’ll remember) that if you want to soar, if you want to live a life that’s blessed by God, you have to have something on the inside that’s very different from the atmosphere on the outside of your life.  Only Christ on the inside can produce the character that reflects His life and message.  
Now the world blessed here literally means oh how very happy.  So Jesus was giving us the secrets to happiness here, and there are eight beatitudes that give us the secret to happiness.  Now the world says in order to be happy everything on the outside of my life, all my circumstances have to be perfect, and the problem with that is our circumstances are never perfect.  There are always problems and difficulties in our lives.  Jesus, on the other hand, in the Beatitudes was saying that my happiness has nothing to do with what’s happening on the outside of my life but everything to do with the choices I make on the inside of my life.  Your happiness, your character is not determined by the circumstances around you.  In fact, your circumstances can be in chaos, spinning out of control, but you can choose an attitude of peace on the inside.  I can choose an attitude of joy on the inside, because happiness, The Beatitudes tells us, has nothing to do with what’s on the outside of your life but everything about the choices you make on the inside.
Character to Be the Message begins with
1.  Humility
Look at verse 3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”   Underline the phrase poor in spirit.  He’s basically saying happy are the poor in spirit.  Well, what does that mean?  He’s not talking about financial poverty. He’s talking about spiritual poverty.  He’s saying happy are those who recognize how spiritually bankrupt they are and how they need God every moment of every day for every heartbeat and every breath.  He says those are the people that I bless.  That’s the kind of life that I bless, and if you don’t realize that you’re spiritually poor and you need God for everything you do in life, you need God every moment of every day, you’re totally dependent upon God ... if you don’t realize that, you’re in denial.  Now experts on addiction tell us Charlie Sheen is in denial, and he’s not going to come out of that denial until he has probably some more failures and, you know, he hits rock bottom, but he’s in denial.  But before we judge Charlie Sheen, if I say well at least I’m not as bad as him, I’m a pretty good guy, at least I don’t do the things that he does, I mean I’m not like him, I’m a lot better than him, well then I’m in denial, because I’m just as spiritually bankrupt as Charlie Sheen.  I need God every moment of every day of my life.  I can’t live without Him.  I’m spiritually poor.  I’m totally dependent upon God for my every breath and my every heartbeat.  I can’t solve any problems on my own.  I can’t love the people in my life the way they need to be loved on my own.  I need God’s strength.  I need God’s power every moment of my life, and maybe you need to let God’s torpedo of truth smash through your walls of denial and shatter those walls of pride, because denial is really just pride, and poor in spirit really means humility, because humility and happiness always go together.  Humility, though, is not very popular today, and Charlie Sheen is just using the megaphone to say what we hear all the time in our culture.  He said this recently, I’m tired of pretending I’m not special.  I’m tired of pretending I’m not a total, bleeping rock star from Mars.  That kind of pride prevents happiness, and it causes most of the stress in our lives, but humility lifts my stress.  See, pride is really trying to control things.  It’s really trying to control things God never intended for me to control.  Pride is really trying to get control of my life.  It’s trying to control my image.  It’s trying to control my problems.  Pride is trying to control other people who aren’t cooperating with me the way I want them to.  Pride is always trying to change the circumstances around you rather than humbling yourself to admit you’re not in control and that God is.  The first step in the 12 steps of A.A., and by the way we’ve based our restoration ministry on the 12 steps, but we use The Beatitudes, and we put it into eight steps, because really that’s what The Beatitudes are, on how to really recover and how to really develop my character that’s consistent with what I believe in life in every way, and the first step in the 12 steps of A.A. is I admit that I’m not God, that I’m powerless to control my tendency to sin.  My life is unmanageable.  Humbling yourself to admit that, and that’s what this beatitude is really saying.  Admit that you’re poor in spirit.  We’re all poor in spirit, but the happy people are those who admit it and depend upon God every moment of every day.  If you’re stressed and anxious right now, it’s because you are trying to control something God never intended for you to control, that only God can control, because when I try to control everything in my life, then I’m loaded down with stress.  I’m really playing God’s part.  I’m really trying to be the general manger of the universe, and there’s only one, and that’s God.  God is and I’m not, so I have to start learning to let go, but when I let go, then God frees me up, and my spirit starts to soar, and that’s why humility lifts my stress.
Look at 1 Peter, chapter 5, verse 6.  “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.”  See if you humble yourself and you say God I give up, I can’t do this.  I give up to you.  I can’t control this situation I’ve been trying to control.  God I can’t change that person, so I’m just going to focus on myself, and I can’t change me, and I ask you to help me change, and I give you that person.  God I give up.  When you get to that place, then your stress gets lifted, because you realize you don’t have to control everything.  God is in control.  Now the problem is whenever I start trying to control everything, basically what I’m doing is becoming full of pride.  You say, well Kerry, I’m not proud.  Kerry, I’m not proud.  I’m not like Charlie Sheen.  I’m not bragging that I’m a rock star from Mars.  I mean, come on.  I’m not saying all that stuff.  Well really it’s just the same.  Whenever I try to control things or get control of my life, then I’m stretched and I’m stressed, because I become full of pride, thinking that I can control the uncontrollable, and I start playing God’s part.  Have you ever felt that way where you’re just stretched and overwhelmed in life?  It’s because you are trying to control.  You’re trying to keep up an image on the outside that isn’t real on the inside.  Rather than that balloon having natural lift, you have to keep propping it up.  When we’re stretched, we feel like we are about pop because of stress.  How many of you feel this way right now, like you are about to pop, because of stress?   And so I have to get to this place, and it happens in my life almost every day where I’m trying to control things, I’m trying to control my images, I’m trying to control this problem, I’m trying to change that other person over there and trying to fix this situation.  I can’t even find my keys or my wallet, you know.  I mean it happens to me every day where it’s like I’m at this place .... oh God I give up.  I can’t do it.  And God’s going finally ... I’ve been waiting for that.  This is great.  Now I can get involved.  You see, whenever I get to that place, God gives me strength, because humility lifts my stress, and humility also gives me God’s strength.  It fills me with God’s strength.  The worst part about being full of pride is I can’t be full of God’s power.  The worst part about being full of myself is I can’t be full of Christ, so I have to come to that place where I feel like giving up, and that’s when I just let go, and it’s such a great feeling.  Just ‘AH’.  But when I am full of myself I can’t be filled with God.  I can’t be filled with His power in my life and His strength in my life.  When I’ve done that I just feel like yelling, “I give up God! I give up!”  Have you ever felt that way?  And it’s usually a little thing that gets you to that place after a lot of big things.  In those times I’m brought me to my knees, and I just get on my knees, and I just say God I give up.  I can’t do it.  How can I pastor this church?  This is horrible.  I give up.  When I did that something amazing happened.  You see, that was what God was waiting for.  God was going yes, finally!  Now I can get involved and really help you, Kerry.  I can give you My strength.  So glad you gave up, because you were getting in My way.  You see, we think it’s a bad thing when we come to the end of our rope, but God knows it’s a great thing.
It says in James 4:8, “God gives strength to the humble but sets Himself against the proud and haughty.”  Underline strength.  If you want strength and power in your life .... maybe you’re fatigued and worn out and feeling anxious, it’s because you’ve been trying to control, and that’s just pride.  It’s the same pride that Charlie Sheen is exhibiting.  It’s the same pride in my life and in your life when I try to control.  It’s the same thing.  It’s not different.  It’s no better.  It’s the same thing, and it’s devastating, because when I’m full of pride I can’t be filled with Him and His strength.  I love the way The Message paraphrase puts it, this first beatitude, Matthew 5:3.  It says, “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope.  With less of you there’s more of God and His rule.”  Underline that phrase end of your rope.  As believers we always think it’s a bad thing when we’re at the end of our rope.  We think, I’m a believer now, and so everything should go great in my life and be smooth sailing.  Everything in my relationship should work perfectly.  Everything at my work should be perfect.  Everything in my family should be perfect.  My kids should be singing the great hymns of the faith on the way to church as they are so excited about coming to church and worshipping God.  We should sit down every night around the dinner table and have our little devotional and prayer and eat our perfect meal.  It doesn’t work that way does it?  And as believers we think if I’m at the end of my rope something’s wrong with me.  No!  God says here, happy are the people who are at the end of their rope.  So that’s good news for some of you.  Some of you feel like you’re at the end of your rope.  You’ve been trying to solve a problem in your life, and you can’t do it, and you’re like me when I came to the end of my rope and said God I give up.  I can’t do it.  And some of you are trying to solve that relationship problem, and you can’t do it, and you’re at the end of your rope.  God I give up.  Some of you are trying to solve that situation at your workplace, and it just gets worse and worse and more stressful, and you’re going God I can’t do it.  And God’s going yes, this is wonderful.  Finally!  They are at the end of their rope.  See, the best place you can ever be is at the end of your rope, because that’s when you get more of God, if you turn to Him.   Now we have a choice.  We can turn away from Him at that time or we can turn to Him.  As believers, though, we think I should never get to that place.  Everything should be great in my life, and I have to tell you that if you’re a believer you’re going to get to that place each and every day, because it says, happy are those who are at the end of their rope.  You know we think, happy are those who have a lot of rope to work with.  No....those are the people that hang themselves with that rope.  When you are at the end of your rope God can get involved in your life, and God is going, finally you give up.  I’m ready to work.  I’m ready to do My miracle.  I’m ready to work in your life.  This is the way God develops character in our lives so that we can truly be the message.  
2.  Brokenness
Another way that God develops His character in our lives is through brokenness.  My failures turn me to the Father.  It’s my hurts that turn me to the true Healer.  It says in the second beatitude in verse 4, Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Basically He’s saying, happy are the sad, and that’s so strange to me.  Here’s Jesus preaching the greatest message ever preached, and people are going, I’ve never heard anything like this.  Happy are the sad.  What does that mean?  It means that brokenness reveals brilliance.  Brokenness reveals the brilliance and beauty of Christ that’s inside me.  2 Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”  Underline the word treasure.  I’ve been to the Holy Land many times, and we always take groups to some of the same places that are just amazing, and one of the places is Qumran.  It’s by the Dead Sea, and it was there in the cliffs of Qumran in 1947 where a young shepherd boy was trying to find a stray goat, and he went into one of the caves in the cliffs, and there are many caves in the cliffs at Qumran in the dessert, and it was dark, and he took a little pebble and he threw it to see if there was anything in there, and he heard something break.  He came over and found that what he had broken was a clay pot, and that allowed him to reach into the clay pot and pull out an ancient manuscript.  He went into town, sold it for pennies in the marketplace, not realizing that he had discovered the greatest archeological find in history, the Dead Sea scrolls, containing much of the Bible, the whole Book of Isaiah in its entirety, and the Dead Sea scrolls were a thousand years older than any manuscripts of the Bible that had ever been found.  It’s just amazing.  So priceless.  So valuable.  Now the clay pot that it was in wasn’t worth much, but what was inside it was a treasure, and that’s the way we are.  We’re just clay pots.  We’re just ordinary, imperfect, but we have the treasure of Jesus Christ inside us.  We are just clay pots.  We’re cracked and broken.  Some of you are crackpots ... more cracked that others.  But, here’s the good news.  When you have brokenness in your life, then the light of Christ can shine through.  I have here a clay vase, and it’s you know, it’s kind of pretty I guess.  Not really.  It’s not a whole lot to look at, but it does have a pattern.  It’s kind of nice, but when you turn it around, then you see the truth.  You see it’s broken, and so if you had this in your house, you’d put it up against the wall so no one could see that.  I don’t think any of you really would have this thing in your house, even if it was whole and complete.  It’s not that great, but here’s the great news.  We’re all like this.  We’re broken and cracked, and a lot of times what we try to do is put our best foot forward there, and we try to put on an image and act like we’ve got it all together, and nobody’s very impressed, but when we reveal our brokenness that we all have, broken hearts, broken dreams, our failures, our sins, our faults, our weakness, our broken relationship ... when we reveal our brokenness, it’s what’s inside that shines through.  The very light of Christ, if you’re a believer, is in your life. The Holy Spirit of God is in your life.  The God who put the stars in space, Who created the sun, Who said let there be light, He lives in your life, and when you admit your brokenness, God shines through out.  It’s your brokenness that God blesses.  It’s your brokenness that God uses to reveal his brilliance because we have a treasure.  Now you can focus on your brokenness or you can focus on the treasure inside you.  And a lot of times we focus on our brokenness.  We say I’m just no good.  I can’t do anything.  I’m always failing.  You know, I just can’t really live for God.  I’m just no good.  I’m worthless.  We focus on the brokenness when we should focus on the power of God and say I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me.  I have the brilliance of Christ in my life.  I have the Holy Spirit of God in my life.  I have the love of God in my life.  We focus on the brilliance.  The most beautiful people I’ve ever met are those who have been through a lot of pain and tragedy and hurt.  They have such as sweet, beautiful spirit about them as they’ve turned to God.  Now the ugliest people I’ve ever met are those who have been through pain and hurt and tragedy, but they’ve turned bitter.  Because you have that choice again.  Every time we have a choice ... an internal choice, and if we turn to Him in the hurt then He shines through us.  It’s that brokenness that reveals brilliance.  The only way the world is going to hear my life message is when I admit my brokenness.  Don’t hide your humanness!  It’s what makes you authentic and real.  I discovered that I can impress people when I talk about my successes, but I influence people when I admit my failures.  It sounds like a paradox but the truth is
 brokenness leads to blessedness.  It says blessed are those who mourn.  So my tears reveal the treasure.  My tears reveal the treasure that’s inside me.  Almost all of our ministries here at Woodlands Church have been started by someone who went through a problem or a pain or a difficulty.  Our Divorce Recovery Ministry was started by some folks who went through the pain of divorce and want to help other people.  Our Restoration Ministry in helping overcome addictions based on The Beatitudes was started by a couple who went through addiction and saw God deliver them.  Every one of our ministries has been started by someone who went through a pain or a problem.  It’s your mess that God uses for your message.  It’s the pain that God uses for His purpose if you focus in on Him, and His beauty shines through.  When you’re always trying to pretend like you have it all together, that’s not going to make an impact in the world.  When you reveal your brokenness and your hurt and your pain, people see the Lord Jesus shining through you.  When you admit that you’re ordinary and imperfect, they see an extraordinary God working through you.  Don’t waste your sorrows.  It’s God’s sacred shout to a hurting world that He alone can heal and restore their lives as He is healing and restoring yours.
3.  Unselfish Service
Well, there’s a third thing, and this is crucial if I’m to develop character to be the message. I have to have unselfish service ... unselfish service.  Authenticity and action go together.  When our lives align with God’s Word He does an incredible work through us that will change our world.  It’s unselfish service.  The third beatitude says, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”  Underline the word meek.  This is a real misunderstood value.  Because meek rhymes with weak, we think meekness equals weakness, and it’s just the opposite.  Meekness is strength under control.  It’s the picture of a wild stallion that is just ripped with muscles and strong and fast, but the stallion has been broken and now is under the control of the rider, to be used for a good purpose.  In fact, in Jesus day, it was the description of a horse trained for battle attuned to the every command of a Roman Soldier. That’s what meekness is all about.  It’s not weakness, and meekness is a value that will lift you up to real success in life, because meekness gives you something that you must have in life, and that’s the umbrella of God’s favor and blessing.  When you have meekness you let go of rebellion and self-centeredness.  You get rid of your authority issues, because you have unselfish service to others.  You have strength under control, and you can place yourself under authority.  If you have authority issues you can’t succeed in life for very long.  I don’t care if you’re Charlie Sheen or anyone else, if you have authority issues you won’t be able to succeed in life for very long.  It will eventually end in pain and failure, because God loves you, and it’s your failures that turn you to the father, but God has placed an umbrella of authority in this world, and if we stay under that, then we receive His umbrella of protection and blessing.  Look at this next passage.  Most believers ignore this, but it says, “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.”  He’s saying God has ordained some authorities in this world.  We have the government, and the government has laws, and we are to obey those laws and stay under that umbrella of authority.  The most important ordained authority that God has placed is the family structure, and that’s why kids, you are to obey your parents to stay under God’s umbrella of authority in your life.  And then we have schools and teachers that kids are to stay under the authority of the teacher, that umbrella of authority.  We have church authority that we are to stay under.  We have work authorities.  We have work structures ... managers and bosses and leaders and people over us and people under us ... there is that umbrella of authority, and basically this passage is saying that if you remove yourself from God’s umbrella of ordained authority, then you remove yourself from God’s umbrella of protection and blessing and favor in your life, and a lot of Christian’s don’t get this, because I can just hear some of you right now saying you don’t know my boss.  I mean yeah, easy for you to say, you don’t know my boss.  You don’t work for him.  He’s not a believer.  He cusses all the time.  He’s horrible.  I mean, if you have my boss you wouldn’t follow him very much either, and you would criticize him to others.  Well, at the time this was written, the Roman government was in charge.  They were the most corrupt government on the face of the earth.  They were one of the most corrupt governments that have ever existed, and so He’s not saying if the government is perfect, they you are to stay under that authority.  If that boss is perfect ... no.  When you can’t respect the person, you respect the position.  That’s crucial.  If you can’t respect the person, if the person’s not respectable, then you respect the position, because God has allowed them that position for some reason, and it’s usually to teach me authority, to understand authority, so I can get over authority issues so that I can be a great leader.  Because you’re never a greater until you become a great follower, and if you have authority issues, you’re going to have trouble all through your life.  That’s why kids if you say, well my parents don’t make sense 90% of the time, why should I obey them?  Because when you get yourself out from under the umbrella of the authority of your parents, you’re out from under the umbrella of God’s protection and blessing, and it’s a dangerous place.  You say, well you know I love my teachers, but there’s one teacher that’s nuts, awful.  I’m not going to do what they say.  You remove yourself out from under that umbrella of authority, you remove yourself out from under God’s umbrella of protection in your life, and on and on I could go.  Well the government ... man...it’s so messed up.  I mean some of those laws ... I’m not going to obey those laws.  Those laws are awful.  They’re terrible.  God says, you remove yourself out from under that umbrella of authority, you remove yourself from God’s umbrella of protection, blessing and favor, because God is trying to each us something.  Now yes, there’s a time when the government says you can’t worship Jesus Christ, you can’t follow Him, you can’t go to church, it’s against the law (like in many governments in the world today), then we choose Jesus Christ, because there is a higher authority, of course.  He’s the ultimate authority, and when those come in conflict directly ... yes ... but hey, the Roman government here was pretty bad, and they were saying, you know what ... you obey the laws, because it’s not about them, it’s about the position, and it’s about you and the umbrella of blessing in your life, and you learning what you need to learn.  And yes, there are times to protest, and there are times to stand up against what’s wrong, all those kind of things, but I’m just telling you today, so many people excuse their authority issues, and they wonder why it’s always raining in their life.  They have no umbrella of protection.  
Then there’s the umbrella of preparation.  The umbrella of preparation.  If you have authority issues, you’ll never be a great leader, because the greatest leaders are the greatest followers.  Sometimes we have people come into our church and say Kerry, or they come to one of our other pastors and say, we really want to be used of God here, but we really don’t want to serve in any ministry, because my gift is not serving, my gift is leading.  I am a leader with a big “L”.  I have great leadership gifts, and I just want to lead a big chunk of ministry, and Kerry, I’ll preach for you next week.  I mean, I’ll take this thing over, you go.  It’s in my hands, and it’s like ... who are you?  You know?   Whenever we see someone like that, we always go oh, no way, because we always watch people serving, and when we see great servants who serve people, not wanting any recognition, that’s the people we want to lift up to leadership positions to say, man they know how to serve, they’ll know how to lead.  Because if you’re in a leadership position, if God’s placed you at work in a leadership position or in your life you have a leadership position, the way you lead is to serve.  You’re to serve the people under you.  You’re to serve them and give your life away for them, the scripture says.  The greatest leaders are servant leaders, and that’s what Jesus Christ said in Mark 10 when his disciples were arguing over who was the greatest leader.  It says, “Jesus got them together to settle things down.  You’ve observed how godless rulers thrown their weight around.  He said, ‘and when people get a little power, how quickly it goes to their heads.  It’s not going to be that way with you.  Whoever wants to be great must become a servant.  Whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave.  That is what the Son of Man has done: He came to serve, not to be served -- and then to give away His life in exchange for many who are held hostage.”  Jesus said if you want to be great, you’ve got to descend into greatness by being an unselfish servant, by exhibiting meekness, strength under control.  You’ve got to be a servant.  And we have a great opportunity to do that through any of our ministries and missions that are intentional in being the message to a world in crisis through unselfish service you put Christ on display, because that’s when God puts His umbrella of protection, provision and blessing all over your life, and that’s the last thing ... that umbrella of provision.  It says “…the meek with inherit the earth.”  See, one day all the proud, all of those who are arrogant, all the rock stars and movie stars and presidents, politicians and kings, their names will fade into the dust bin of history, but Jesus Christ’s name will remain, because the meek will inherit the earth, and the greatest example of meekness is not a stallion that’s now under control, but it’s Jesus Christ on the cross, because Jesus Christ, the most powerful One, could have called a million angels down to totally destroy the Roman army that was crucifying Him, but He was strength under control, because He knew the only way I could receive salvation and forgiveness and grace was that He die for all my sins.  Calvary is strength under control.  He willingly died for you because He knew that you needed Him.  Charlie Sheen said death is for fools and amateurs.  No Charlie, death is for me and for you and for everyone here.  The Bible says it’s appointed unto man once to die and then the judgment, and that’s why Jesus Christ knew He had to stay on that cross to be judged in our place for all our sins and our bankruptcy spiritually so that we could experience His grace and His life in heaven one day.
I want us to bow together right now, because meekness will inherit the earth.  Have you put these values into your life ... humility, meekness, brokenness?  Do you have these values in your life, or have you let the toxins of the culture seep in?  Have you been trying to look out for number one and try to control things and worrying about what everyone thinks about you?  Trying to prop up an image on the outside that isn’t consistent with who you are on the inside?  Have you let the toxins of the culture seep in?  It’s time to let it out right now and just say God I need you.  Only you can develop the character of Christ in me that will make my life a message consistent with who you are. I give up, and just let the stress just go out of your life, and then let His power fill you up.  And if you’ve never received Christ into your life, just right now in this moment say Jesus, I admit I’m spiritually poor.  I need your forgiveness for all my sins.  I need you to come into my life with Your spirit and just be the light in my life.  I need You to be the boss, the director of my life from now on.  I can’t do it without you.  I’m tired of trying, and Lord I pray for everyone here who’s going through a time of brokenness, that they’re at the end of their rope, and Lord it doesn’t feel good.  It doesn’t seem like a good thing.  It seems like an awful thing, but Lord I know You know that they are at a place where they can experience a miracle.  They’re on the verge of a miracle right now, and I pray You would help everyone of us realize we’re at the end of our rope every moment of every day so that we’ll turn to You and experience Your healing.  Lord we pray that You would take our hurts and bring healing to them, but more importantly You would shine through them to this dark world and show Your light and Your brilliance, because You are the treasure.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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